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| 24 HO Cuftome hath in ſome ſort made it neceſſary to enter- $6 
* KF  7azne the Reader with a Preface, before he enters upon the, fN 
; peruſal of a Book; ſhewing the Deſyene, and the occafion of : 
F, Writing of at; yet in this caſe 1 hope there will be no need, either 
8 * #7» Court his Favour, of Mollifie his Difpleafure, for undertaking 
F. the Defence of Chriſtianity againſt the Great and dangerous oppoſers 
| 22 of it. For this being the Comon Cauſe in which every man who 1s 
892 called by the name of Chriſt, hath an Intereſt, he may I hope with- ©: bt 
F . 2 begging pardon, or of he pleafe without ſhewing any Reaſon, | - | 
* - -engage im maintenance of our Holy Religion, Embraced by the whole Film; 
Church of God, as well as by that of which he i a Member ; Againſ® « ©: £ h 
all ſuch, who ſhall either openty oþpoſe, 'or ſecretly endeavour to hs HO i 
.dermine 1f. | | » 3H 
Here every man 15 a Souldier, and by his Baptiſmal Yow, havz 
bm feed wnder Chriſts Banner, is obl:ged to fight under tt, aunt 
all the Enemies of Ins Saviour ; and fuch are the pernicions Opimons 
here repreſented, which carry in their forehead” an open,” ana dech 
ed Floſtulity ; and dirett oppoſition to the _ and the Crofſe of | 
wo Criff, e adverſaries of our Holy Religion have taken the Con-. | 
E- fidence to publiſh their Impious Opinions, not only without Leaye, 
6 in. Oppoſition to the juſt Authority, and the known" and ftani- 
- ing Laws of this Nation: they have revived the Opuntons, reprinteft 
the Books of ſome former © Socinian Writers, which had almoſt bm 
We Gf 2 =. forgotten, 
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they have taken care to refreſh our memories ; and all L 


thu hath bin done an defyance to the Govermennt, as well as im the 


Face of it. 


It hath bin as the occaſion of Frouble to all Good men, ſo like- | 
wiſe matter of Wonder and Enquiry to all Conſidering men, 
to find the Nation > g.-pam with ſuch numbers of Socrman Bogks, 
which have ſwarm'd all upon a ſuddain, and have bin mauſtruoufly 
qſþerſed thro all parts of the Kingdom, whereby many weak and 


unſtable Souls have bin beguiled, and their minds corrupted from | 


- the fimplicity which 1s 1n Chritt. 


IWho they are, who have bin the ſecret abettors and promoters of 
theſe Antichriſtian Dottrines as it us variouſly diſcourjed, ſo I ſhall 
not Curiouſly Enquire ; leaſt by Roaving and uncertain Conjectures, 
the Innocent may be miſtaken for the Cruminals. Only this I think 
75 fo evident, that it may be taken for granted; That fince” there 
have bin no conſiderable numbers of men > eto" 4 that we know of, 


who have openly and avowedly profeſſed the Impious tenents of So- 
cin. - They muſt have lain m3; under ſome other outward name 


and .,protetlion, watching the firſt and moſt conventent opportunity 
to droulee. their. Opinzons, which, for ſome. quſt and weighty reaſons 
no doubt, they thought fit. for ſome time to. ſtifle and. conceal. 1 
think there are ſcarce any. among us ſo fooleſh as to imagine , that 
like Cadmus his Off-Spring (tho without doubt the Old Serpent hath 
had no ſmall hand\tn this Affair) theſe. men ſhould ſprang out of the. 
Ground ; or .as ſome have fancyed of Woodcocks, \that = have dropped 
out of the Clouds \among us: :t 75 therefore beyond all: doubt, that 
they have lain hid and diſguiſed under the denomination of fome other | 
Sect or Party, and Prof TO. + - | 
But among other perſons or pheriees concerned in- this Afﬀazr , 1t 
would be a Miracle, greater then any of late years pretended to be 
wrought \n France for. the Converſion of the poor Hugonots there, 
the Papuſts ſhould not be engaged m 1t : who never as yet have 
ooq by as unconcerned Spectators, when any miſcheife was. in 
contrroance. againſt our Church: But have always watched, and laid 
y- ft Opportunity, of Sowing and Increaſing Diviſions 
gmong, us ; and who have by a late Experiment ſufficrently convinced 
the World, that they have a much better Knack, at Unietlng and 
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- thir own. . 
No queſ208 it muſt afford matter of no ſmall Sport and Fntertain- 


urhing our Religion, hen in Eſtabliſhing and Defcydin 


T call them, riſen up in their ſtead, who may tho by different methods, 
at length perfett that deſon which they have bin long fmce projetting. 
viz, the Rume of this poor Church,' and the deſtruttion off that Ho- 
ly and Excellent Religion, which by Gods Right Hand hath bin 
Eſtabliſhed, and hitherto wonderfully preſerved among us. 
But whatever the Cauſes have bin of this ſuddain Appearance 
of Socinianifme, or whoever were the Authors that have ſecretly 
and 1n maſquerade, abetted and encouraged tt ; muth of which es 
as .yet in the dark ; the pernicious effects of it have bin, and are, 
at this day too Viſtble. The minds of men as we ſaid before, 
throuzhout the Nation being ſtrangely corrupted; Infidelity and 
Scepticum wnzverſally prevailing. Some deriding all Religion, which 
they etther laueh at as the effett of Folly and Superltition, or 
aeteft as a meer Cheat and Contrivance of ſome Cunning and ae- 
/znmg men, | 
2 = Others profeſs themſelves Enemies to all Revealed, Religion, ſpeak 
2 opprovriouſly of the Holy Scriptures, derude the Sac Pen-men of 


FE. them, aud make but a jeſt of any thing that is ſaid m vindication 

3 | of their Authority and Jnſpiration, 

3: A Third fort ſeeme to owne, and profeſs to believe the Buble, yet 

 2F obpoſe, nay not only ſo but Ridicule all the Great Myſteries of our 
'F Religion; ſuch as are the Doftrins concerning the Bleſſed Trinity, 
the Incarnation of the Son of God, *the Redemtion of the World by 


E the Merit of is Death and Suffrings ; the velerfe of which have "byn 
2 hitherto looked uþon to be the Badge and 1 lark whereby Chriſtians 


E; have bin aſtingurſhed from Fews and Mahometans. 
E Laſtly, « Fourth ſort there are ( for you muſt know- there are ſe- 
veral Ranks and Orders of theſe Enemies of our Retigzon)- who re- 


cerve the Holy Scriptures as we do, and Believe, at leaſt they tell 

Us they do jo, all the Great Myſteries of our Faith contained there ; 

Gut yet at the ſame time they tafs care to tet us know, that the be- 

lief of theſe 18 not neceſſary. So that whether you are a Be- 

liever or an Infidel in theſe matters, it makes no great Wffe- 
| a2 
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1 "ment to themy to finda a Generation of Men, or Vipers rather ſhall. | 
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>" rence; foraſmuch as the Honour of God, the Welfare of Religion, © 
| and the Salvation of your own Soul, 35 not concerned either one way © 
| or other. And if ſo 1 am ſure no wiſe man ought togrouble hun- 
ſelf, much leſs to groe others any Trouble about ſuch *Trifling and* * + 
” © Inconſiderable Opinions. And theſe 1 look upon to be the greateſt & | 
and moſt dangerous of all the forementioned Enemies, foraſmuch as 
the Obſervation of all Ages, it hath bin found a much ſurer and 
eedier way, to rum any cauſe by betraying then oppoling z ; 
and that you may much eafjer guard your of from the Open Ho- 
ftility of a rrofe ſed Enemy, then from the Treachery and Fal(- 
hood of a pretended Friend. | 
To prevent therefore if it be poſſuble (and I hope it 1s not too 
late to Attempt tt) the Grawth and Progreſs of that Infidelity 
which 15 to be found in many ; That Coldnelſs and Indifterence about 
the Great and Sacred Myſteries of our Religzon, which 25 to be o- 
ſerved m others; All which are the bleſſed effetts of Socintaniſme , 
and which ſeem to have diffuſed themſelves among al! Orders and F 38 
' Ranks of men among us, beyond the Example of tormer times ; 
> At hath bin Fudged an advizable courſe, to ſhew the plain and d:- 
rett oppoſition, To zs between the DoCtrins of Socinus and thoſe 
which are revealed by the Spirit of God m the Holy . Scriptures, 
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and eſpecially m the Writes of the New "Teſtament. And this, 


among ſuch eſpecially who have not extinguiſhed all Regard for Relt- + E | 
gzon, may, as it # hoped, be of ſome good vſe, to fortifye them a- r 5 
gataſt the InteQtion of theſe permcious Errors, which have atready : 


ſpread like.a Gangrene. 
Our Writers generally have bin Employed, and that very Com- 
mendnbly, and for the moſt part with great ſucceſs ; in vinatcating 
our Holy Religion, from the Bold and Impudent Cawvils of theſe He- 
reticks; and ſo have ſtood upon the Detenfive part. Now it may 
be thought, for many good Reaſons, adovijable, to make an Offenſive 
War wpon theſe Intidels; and ta bring it into therr own Territories. 
That zs, that the charge of Unreafonablencfs and Impiety, which 
rhey with Equal Fallhood and Impudence, have uy at the Door 

- of the Chriſtian Relmzon ; Fav be retorted upon therr New, and 
Dangerous Opinons ; which upon Examination will be found! to be 
Oppoire to Pietv, Repugnant to plain Reaſon, and im the con- 
clujion 


_. 5 . & 
OR RN. 5 
C0 FS ed % L - A 
1 & $1 4 7 % 
KS Eo; a Hos 
BIR. > III 5 ' Ex; 
s fo the 


by hs 
"WS. Et oy CS 
"A = # 


diſcover this, (which 1 hope in ſoms meaſure is done 7 


x the deſgn of theſe following- Papers; viz. That the Religion 


- Soi inus as- oppoſed to Chr antty us both Impious and Abſurd. 
= So that fairly to repreſent Socinzaniſme will be the beſt method that 
= we can take to Contute it; and rrghtly to ſtate the Controverſy , 


=” mill be the ſpeedieſt way to put an end to it. 


Ly 


tence of therr Repuznance to Reaſon, they have advanced ſome other 
Poſitions, ſo contrary to Reaſon; that when they come to be compar- 
ed, I believe it will be found, that there us ſcarce any thing in Po- 
: pery, not excepting that Groſs, Fulſome Doctrin ot Tranſubſtan- 
NF  tiation; which contains greater Abſurdities, mere ofpoſite to, and 
 mecomprehenſible by natural Reaſon. Particularly what they ſay con- 
 cerning the Factitious Divinity. of Chriſt, zs by far MOre uNcon= 
+ cervable then what the Papiſts aver of the change of the Elements ut 
the Euchariſt. *And any man that hath abilittes to judge of theſe 
matters, will uhon enquiry find ; that it 1s leſs Abjurd and Impoj- 
fſeble, if there are Degrees of Abſurdity in Contradittions, and 6 arf- 
frulty in things that are {mpoſſible ; that a peece 0 Bread ſhould 
be Tranſubſtantiated into Fleſh, then that a man ſhould be Tranl- 
FF formed into a God. | 

In ſhort tho Reaſon be the Idol of theſe men, yet I muſt acfire 
| to be excuſed if I as not ſtand in any great awe and admiration 
of it: dnd truly for my own part, 1 ſhould much rather fear the 
Malice then a Reaſon of a Sorin, at any time, And F am 
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racl and Sanguinary Sts, that ever yet drſturbed the peate of i 


the Church, 1t rs not to be denied,. but. that they bave an.themr Writs. 


ings advanced ſome parts of Chriſtuan Morahity to a great height;and 7 
have ſpokg many and deſerpedly great things, - concerning » forgeweneſs © 
of Injuries and patience under them, un Complyance with the | Com- 
mands, and in [mutation of the Example cf our . Bleſſed Saviour : 


| But I ſhould be /oath to truſt a Socinian for all that ; and if 


we were forced to make the Tryal (tho I hope we are in no danger 
of the experiment) 1 doubt not Je ſhould find, the forgiveneſs of 
theſe Men more Implacable then 'the Revenge of others : and that 
ther mecknels and moderation would have -more terrible effetts, 


then the rage and fury of the Arians and Donatiits, 27 ancient 


times. And that the Reader may not think I utter this without ground, 
tho I have a great many, 1 well at preſent offer but one *reaſon 
for my conjecture, and that 1s taken from thetr Boviterous, Impu- 
dent, Scurrilous way of treating the great and adorable myſteries 
of our Religion; which ſhews what uſage the proteſlors of them 
would in all likelyhood meet, if they ever had them mm their power. 

The Bleſſed Irinity 1s by ſome of them ſtyled 'Triceps Cerberus, 
and the dottrine concerning 1t they have aſcribed to the Inyention 
of the Devil, and tell us that it was fetched from Hell. Some- 
times they wall ſpeak very honorably of our Saviour, but at other 
times, and upon other occaſions ſo reproachfully of his droine nature, 
that they treat him worſe then either the [ews or Romans who con- 
demned and Crucified him. And tha they pay divine Hononr and , 
Adoration to him, yet that doh not take of the guilt and mpiety 
of their Sacrilegious denyal, and as far as in them tres Deſpoiling 
hun of his Divinity ; but herem they tranſcribe the Copy which the 
Roman Soulazers before mentivend, ſet them after his Condem- 
nation by Pilate ; who put a Crown upon his head, and a Scepter mto 
his Band > and yet at the ſame time they Spit in his Face and Buf- 
feted him. | 

One would think that the great and venerable myſteries of our 
Religion, entertatned by all the IWiſeſt,, and Learnedſt, and beſt Men 
and Churches, in all ages ever ſince Chriſtianity was firſt planted - | 


on 
*F 
= 


ed m their Writings : who have wanted ſomething elſe beſides a good 


* Cauſe to defend: for they. have wanted Modeſty and Gnluy in the. 


Defence 'of a wery bad one; have wanted. the Candor and Ingenu- 


E. ty of a fair adverſary ; and have treated the myſteries of our Faith 
” with ſuch a Proſtitute, and Impudent Scurrility ; that we cannot 


well tell what reply to make to them ; except in Imitation of the 
bleſſed and meek Arch- Angel Michael, we ſhould defire God to Inter- 


IJ poſe in his own quarrel, -and to rebuke the Blaſphemies of theſe 


men, But to have mercy upon the Blaſphemers. . 

To Conclude all, as there 1s no danger at preſent, God be thanked, 
that we ſhould be trighted out of our Religton, ſo I hope we ſhall 
not be wheedled out of zt, by any of the Artifices of theſe ſeducers 
who lye in wait to deceive; nor by any other {pecious pretenſes 
that they may make ; no not by the pretenſe of Peace, which 1 know 


* bath ſometimes bin offered in their behalfe. I confeſs peace 1s a muſt 


aefireable thing, the bleſſings that attend it are 10 great that we 
cannot tell how ſufficiently to value, and ſo many, that we can 
ſcarce number them. So that a!l humble and truely pious Chri- 
ttians ſhould be content to part with any thing to obtem it. 

But I muſt recal that laſt word, for upon ſecond thoughts [ 
find it may be too dearly purchaſed ; as ut certamly will be, when 
bought at the expenſe either of Trath or Juſtice ; without which, 
Peace tho otherwiſe the moſt uſeful and excellent, would prove one 
the moſt ' pernicious and miſchervous things in the World. And 
when [1 freak of Truth 1 chiefly and principaly mean thoſe fun- 
damental Truths which are treated of m theſe following Papers, the 
Bihef' of which have hitherto bin looked upon by moſt Oriſtians, to be 
neceſlary to our Salvation : and :f there be any 'Truths of that 


Importance 1 hope every man wall conſider, that tho Peace be much to- 


be deſired, yet that it 1s not adviſable for him to hazard his Salva- 
tron to ſecure 1t, 


When all is done the reputation. of being eſteemed a Peaceable and: 
# ead when he comes © 


moderate man w:!/ ſtan a man but im little ſt 


2 to appear before the Tribunal of Chriſt, and there to be charged with 
the pualt of betraying his Religion, and at the ſame time, the _ 
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- e World; tho they had bin' Errors, yo had [deſerved to be trented _ } 
= with a little more Civility and Reſpect, then theſe men have ſhew- \ 
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mit to Death, yet no wile man, nay indeed no man not out of his wits, 
wewld venture upon damnation to Obtain 1t. 
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PRESERVATIVE 


AGAINST 
 Socmianiſm. 


N all ages ever ſince the firſt planting of a Chriſtian Church 
in the world, God for many wile reaſons hath thought fit 
to exerciſe it with various and different ſorts of tryals. The 
Apoſtles who were unmediately committioned by Chrukt, 
and ſent to teach all Nations, and thereby to bring them over 
to the beliet and obedience of the Goſpel, according to the 
prediction of their bletIed Maſter in the 10th. of Matth. who 
had forewarned them of it, met with great and violent oppoſt- 
tion, and that both trom Few and Gentzle, who with an extraor- 
dinary zeal or rather fury, ſet themſclves' to oppreſs and ſtifle this 
new doctrine, if it were poflible at its firſt appearance, and before 
It had gained much ground and footing in the world. 
But befides the open force with which the enemies of it endea- 
voured to deftrov the Chriſtian doctrine, the Apoltles and 


other Miniſters of it, met with another and more dangerous op-_ 


poſition from ſome talſe brethren, who did not ayme 1ſo much, 
at the deſtruction of the Chriſtian faith, as by ſome undue 
mixtures to corrupt the purity of it. Such were the Judaizing 
Chriſtians, who tho they embraced the doctrine.of the Goſpel, 
yet ſtill they retain'd a weighty affe&tion for their old Religion 
and the law of Moſes, to the obſervance of which they thought 
themſelves under an indiſpenſable obligation, and not only ſo, 
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N all agesever fince the firſt planting of a Chriftian Church 
in the, world, God for many wiſe reaſons hath thought fit 
to exerciſe it with various and different forts of tryals. The 
Apoſtles who were — commiſſioned by Chrift, 
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and ſent to teach all Nations, and thereby to bring them over 
to the belief and obedience of the Goſpel, according to the 
35 cargR of their bleſſed Maſter in the 10th. of Matth. who. 
ad forewarned them of it, met with great and violent oppoſi- 
tion, and that both trom Few and Gentzle, who with an extraor- 
dinary zeal or rather fury, ſet themſelves to opprels and ſtifle this 
new doctrine, if it were poflible at its firſt appearance, and before 
it had gained much ground and footing in the world. © 
But befides the open force with which the enemies of it endea» 
voured to deſtroy the Chriftian doctrine, the Apoltles and 
other Miniſters of it, met with another and more dangerous op- 
poſition from ſome falſe brethren, who did not ayme ſo much 
at the deſtruction of the Chriſtian faith, as by ſome undae 
mixtures to corrupt the purity of it. Such were the Tudaizin 
Chriſtians, who tho they embraced the dotrine of the Goſpel, 
yet ſtillthey -retain'd a weighty affection for their old Religion - 
and the law of Moſes, to the obſervance of which they thought 


themſelyes under an indiſpenſable obligation, and not ys - 
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but would oblige all other Converts to the like obſervance; and 
their zeal in this matter occaſioned no {mall trouble to the Apo 
ſtles, and diſturbance to the Churches, where they firſt planted 
the Chriſtian faith, ſee Aﬀs x5. and 5. Gal. And tho this was a 
matter of no {ſmall concern, and might in the concluſion have 
proved of /dangerous conſequence, ' yet it was not confiderable 
in a manner, if compared with many other execrable opinions 
and practices, which began very early to be introduced into 
the Church, by Eb:on and Cerimthus, Menander, Saturninus, Ba- 
* fſrhdes and Carpocrates, Succeeded afterwards by Yalentinus and 
Marcus, Marcion, and Hermogenes, and a long train of Hereticks 
ſhall 1 callithem ? or Hobgobhins ; for fo I think they might well 
be ſtyled, if, we conſider either the darkneſs and ignorance of 
all religious matters with which they were encompaſlled, or the 
wild pranks which they played, to the great difturbance of all 
good meh; who were all deſcended from that ſon of perdition 
Szmen Magus, who was their Patriarch and Ring-leader. It were 
a difficult task to muſter up the names, but allmoſt an endleſs 
attempt to reckon the ſenſeleſs and extravagant opinions of 
thele Heretucks; by reaſon of whole pernicious ways, the way 
of truth was evil ſpoken of. For many of the objeftions of 
the Heathens againſt Chriſtianity, tho all of them were falfe, yet 
many of them were taken from the execrable opinions and pra- 
Ctices of theſe lewd miſcreants, who thereby brought no ſmal] 
diſgrace upon the Chriſtian Religion, and put no {mall ſtop to 
the growth and propagation of 1t, But not to proſecute this 
matter any farther, if we deſcend a little lower, we ſhall find 
that God had no ſooner diflipated the ſtorm that hung over 
the Chriſtian Church for ſome Centuries; and put a' ſtop to the 
effuſion of any more of that blood, which without any diſtin- 
Ction of Age or Sex, was ſpilt like water under the ten famous 
riecutions by the advancement of Conſtantine to the Empire ; 
at the devil betakes himſelf to new ſhifts: who finding his for- 
mer methods of cruelty ſo fignally baffled by the patience and 
conſtancy of the Martyrs, he begins to play a new, or rather to 
revive his old game, and fince he cannot deſtroy the profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, he will endeayaur to undermine their Religion : 


he 


he had indeed tmade a vigorous effort, to extinguinſh both the 


name and memory of the Chriſtian Religion, and to have tore 
up both the faith and the believers quite by the very roots; 
but herein he was diſappointed, and therefore he endeavours to 


compaſs that by —_— which he cannot effect by ſtorm; - 


and in this method he finds greater ſucceſs then in the former 
tor being baffled as we faid before, in his attempts upon the 
diſciples of Chriſt, he attacks the doctrine which they embraced : 
and here /nimicus homo, the enemy came and ſowed tares among 
the wheat; hoping thereby to choke the word, which now he 
diſpaird to extirpate. And herein he found fit inftruments for 
the execution of his defign, for taking adyantage of the ambt- 
tion and curioſity, the diſcontent and revenge, and other diſor- 
derly paſſions of Aris, Photinns, Neſtorius, Eutyches and others, 
he ſoon prevail'd with them to affiſt him in the proje& which he 
had layd, for corrupting the doQtrine and thereby diſturbing the 
peace of the Church. For they preſently broached many dan- 
gerous opinions, whereby they did either plainly deny, or fome 
other way pervert the doctrines then generally entertained 

the whole Church, concerning; the natures and the perſon of the 
{on of God. 

But theſe errors having long fince bin buried in the weſtern, 
Church, and lay forgotten in a manner with their Authors, were 
again unhappily revived at the beginning of the Reformation, 
by the endeavors chiefly of ſome Polanders and Italians mm the 
laſt age, and among them principally of Fauſtus Soctms ; who 
having gathered up the dangerous errors of Paulus Samoſatents 
and Phormus chiefly, againft the divinity of Chriſt, he put them 
—_— in one. body, together with thoſe of Pelagzus m the TR 
of original fin, and thoſe other doctrines which are ſuppo ed to 
have a neceſſary dependance upon it. | : 

And herein S#cinus ſeems chiefly to have choſen Pelagius for his 
pattern, For the other Hereticks, I mean Arins, Photinus, and 
Macedonius being content with the denyal of thoſe fundamen- 
tal doQtrines, concerning the divinity of the Son and the Holy 
Ghoſt, or with their perticular Errors about the natures and per- 
ſon of Chriſt, as Neſfterizs and Extyches ; they did not attend to, 
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or at leaſt did not draw out thoſe doctrines into all their per- 
nicious conſequences, which might when clearly underſtood, 
overthrow all the other parts of the Chriſtian doctrine. But + 
Pelagius gave us a ſyſteme of his Divinity, and drew out his Er- 
rors into a greater length, in oppoſition to ſeveral important 
parts and branches of our Religion; chiefly that which concerned 
the doctrine of Original Sin, which naturally lead himinto thoſe 
other dangerous miſtakes, which did by conſequence overthrow 
the neceſlity of the ſatisfaction made by Chriſt, and the redemp- 
tion of the world by the merit of his death and ſufferings, as 
the Fathers, and particularly St. Auſtin direftly charge him. For 
he was maſter of reaſon enough to conſider where 1t was that 
hus firſt Error would naturally lead him, and he was content 
to follow it, and thereby fell into that Labyrinth of errors, 
from which with all his skill and ſophiſtry he could not dif- 
entangle himſelf; for when preſſed with the arguments of his 
. adverſaries, and the authority and tradition of the Catholick 
Church; tho he could and did find as many ſhifts and tricks 
as any other, to eſcape the force and conviction of truth; yet 
his former and fundamental error in denying the umputation 
of Adams fin, and the original guilt and ftayn of our natures 
contracted thereby, hung like a dead weight about him, and 
ſunk him down into thoſe impious opinions which he broach- 
ed concerning the grace of God, and the liberty and freedom 
of mans will in religious matters in oppofition to that Grace. 
Concerning the nature and efficacy of the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm, the merit of good works and the juſtification of a ſinner, 
the nature of Gods law and the poſlibility of ariſing to a ſtate 
of perfection in this. life, by yielding a perfe& obedience to 
It, &c. all which having been picked up by Socrnus, together with 
what was deliver d by the other Hereticks, againſt the divinity 
of the ſon of God, and the Holy Ghoſt, he hath at 
length given us the moſt perfe&t ſylteme of Herefies, in op- 
poſton to the doctrine of the Goſpel, in allmot all the 
parts and branches of it, that ever was uſhered into the world. 
And indeed to give him his due, tho in point of time and ſtand- 
ing he was inferior, yet in point of skill and management, that 

| is, 


him, moſt of whom were but fools and bunglers in compart- 
ſon. For many of the ancient Hereticks, had ſeveral extrava- 
gant -and incoherent notions, which had no .more connexion 
between one another, then the parts of a rope of ſand: foe 
that 'like a company of mad and hair-brained people, they at- 
tacked the Chrittian Religion with great fury, but it was at 
_ randome and without skill; flinging about their mad opinions 
like wild-fire, with which indeed they did a great deal of mi(- 
chief, but it was at all adventures, without order, and as' one 
would imagine, without any certain aime. But Socimus comes 
more gravely and leaſurely to work, and what M. Cato ſaid 
in another caſe of Fu/zus Ceſar, * may be applyed to him, $9- 
brius acceſſit ad perdendam religionem. ' Like a man that had his 
wits, tho, as many think, not the fear of God about him, he 
comes more ſoberly and with greater deliberation to deſtroy the 
Chriſtian Religion : he puts his opinions into better order, his 
errors are better united, and have as far as the nature of error 
would allow, for the moſt part a good correſpondence between 
one another : like a wary and well diſciplined Caprain, he puts 
his arguments into good array, levels his batteries againſt the 
great myſteries of our Religion, and chiefly againſt the eternal 
Divinity of the ſon of God : as well knowing that it he can ſuc- 
cced in his attempt upon that, he may promiſe himſelt an eaſy 
and cheap victory over all the reſt of our Religion ; and there- 
fore having, as he thinks, effeQtually overthrown that main and 
tundamental article of it concerning the ever bleſſed Trinity ; 
he is reſolved to follow his blow, and to purſue his imaginary 
conquelt in that point, to the overthrow of all the other parts 
of the Chriſtian do&trine : he ſaw where Arms, Photinus, Neſto- 
rius, &c, were wanting, who having, as was ſaid before, contented 
themſelves with their particular errors concerning the natures 
and perſon of Chritt, as perſons] who thought they had done 
miſchief enough , they ſeemed? content with what they had 
done, and went no farther. But Socenus in imitation of his be- 
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loyed Pelagiur, enlarged our proſpect into his Religion, and from 
the principles which he laid down, he drew out his conchuſions | 
to a greater length : for having denyed the Trinity, and parti- 
cularly the eternal divinity of our Savior, with it he could not 
avoid denying his ſatisfaction, and the redemption of the world 
by the merit of his death and ſufferings; having diſowned the 
perſonality of the Holy Ghoft, the neceflity of his grace, and 
the efficacy of his operations upon the minds of men, mult 
at the ſame time fall to the ground. Together with theſe 
he hath publiſhed many dangerous errors concerning the na- 
ture and attributes of God, concerning his preſcience and pro- 
vidence in the government of the world, concerning the crea- 
. tion of man and the fall of Adam, and that corruption of our 
natures which is the conſequence. of it, concerning juftificati- 
on and faith which is the means of obtaining it. Concerning 
the Church, its nature and the notes whereby it may be di- 
ſtinguiſhed from all other ſocieties, concerning the minittry 
and the perſons to whom Chriſt hath committed the care 
and government of his Church ; their diftin&tion and autho- 
rity, to preach the Goſpel, and to exercife diſcipline in 1t. 
Concerning the Sacraments and the end of their inſtitution, 
and particularly concerning the nature and efficacy of Baptiſm 
and the Lords Supper. Laftly concerning a future ſtate and the 
condition of men after this Life, To which may be added 
{ome other doctrines, which doe not ſeeme to have any con- 
nexion with the former, but yet are of dangerous confequence 
to the _ and wellfare of all civil ſocieties : thoſe I mean 
which he hath advanced about the power and authority of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, the Lawfullneſs of war and oaths in a Chrt- 
{tian Commonwealth, which have as miſchievous an influence 
upon the order and peace of States and Kingdomes, as his other 

opinions have -upon Religion. 
_ _- So that Sxrmus having obſerved what was wanting in the 
former Hereticks to make their attempts entirely ſucceſsful a- 
pp the Chriſtian Religion; being engaged in the ſame defign, 
t in order to make it more effe&ual, he wiſely reſolved to. 
correct what he thought was amiſs in them: wherefore lay- 
| ing 


ing aſide- what was more groſs and abſurd in the wilder and 
more extravagant opinions of the ancient Hereticks, and ſup- 
plying the defects of the more ſubtile and refined who came 
afterwards ; he and his followers have at length given us a 
body of their divinity, more .compleat in its kind then eyer 
the world was bleſſed with before their time. Not but that in 
ſpight of all thair art and skil 
of error, they cannot avoid, eſpecially in the defence and main- 
tenance of their opinions, falling into many and thoſe very 
plain contradictions. Upon the whole matter I think it may 
be reaſonably doubted whether Socmmus, any more then that 
grand Impoſtor Mahomet, may be properly called a Heretick, 
as being the Founder of a new Religion, rather then the Author 
of a new name and ſe&t among Chriſtians. For as the Alco- 
ran of the former, is, as we are told, a fardel of errors and 
abſurdities arifing from the impure mixture of Chriſtianity, 
Judaiſm and Paganiſm, together with ſome idle and extravagant 
notions of his own ; ſo the dorine of Socinus, ſeems to be a 
compoſition of the errors of Arms, Photinus, and Pelagius, &c. to- 
- gether with ſome additions of his own, not indeed ſo ſeemingly 
abſurd, as thoſe of Mahomet, but I am atraid no leſs dangerous 
to the Chriſtian religion ; of which he hath retained only the 
name together with the empty ſound of the words ; but with: 
ſuch fas gloſles, ſuch forced and malicious interpretations, as 


have quite deſtroyed the true notion, as the whole deſign of 


the Goſpel: in oppoſition to which he hath given us a kind 
of natural and new religion, not ſuch as the fpirit of God 
hath revealed in his word, but ſuch as his own carnal reaſon 
ſuggeſted to him, in oppoſition to that revelation. And that 
this may not be looked upon to be an uncharitable becaule a 
groundleſs charge ; I ſhall lay before the reader a ſcheme of 
the religion revealed by God in. Holy Scripture, and particu- 
larly that publiſhed by Chriſt-and his Apoſtles m the writings: 
of the New Teſtament, and which hath bin embraced by all 
ſound Chriſtians in all ages of the Church, from the firſt plant- 
ing of one in the world, to this day : Together with another of 
the new, or newly reyived opinions of the Socinians : that by 

comparing 
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comparing of both, he may be able to make a judgment of 
what is here ſuggeſted, which upon examination I hope he will 
find to be agrecable to truth, and not contrary to charity. 
And firſt as it is fit, we ſhall begin-with the great object of 
our religion, Allmighty God: in the knowledge and worſhip 
of whom, together with an obedience to his commands, con- 
fiſts the entire nature of religion. And here upon enquiry 1 
belicye we ſhall find,” that what the Scriptures have revealed 
concerning the nature of God, 1s widely different trom the ac- 
count which Socznus and his diſciples give us of him. 

As to what concerns the nature of God, the Scriptures pro- 
= him to. be conſidered two ways by us., 1. Abſolutely in 
1 


is glorious and eflential attributes, or 2/y, Relatively in the 


great and adorable myſtery of the ever blefled Trinity. 

Firſt, it we conſider God 1n his Attributes, we ſhall find that 
the firſt great, and 1f I may ſo call it, fundamental attribute 
which the Scriptures reveal, and indeed natural reaſon dictates 


' concerning him, 1s the unity of the Godhead, Deut. 6. 4. Hear, 


0 Iſrael, the Lord thy God ts one Lord. Deut. 32. 39. See now that 
1, even I am he, and there 1s no God with me, 1 Cor. 8. 5. 6. For 
tho there be*that are called Gods, whether 1n heaven or in earth, &Cc. 
But ta us there 1s but one God the Father of whom are all things. 
1 Tim. 2. 5. There ts but one God, and one Mediator between God 

and man. &C. 
Here undoubredly it will be ſaid that the Socinians are be- 
yond all ſuſpition orthodox, all their ſtudies and labors being 
employed in afferting and vindicating the unity of the God- 
head in oppoſition to the doctrine of -the Tritiity, which ac- 
cording to their apprehenſions muſt infer a plurality' of Gods. 
But for all their boaſts concerning this matter, and aſſuming to 
themſelves upon that ſcore the name of Unitarians, we mutt 
not be too hafty in acquitting them from the imputation of 
Polytheiſm; for tho they deny the eternal generation and divi- 
nity of Chriſt, and ſay that he had no exiſtence before his being 
formed in the wombe of the Virgin, and appearance in the 
world; and that the being which he then had was purely 
humane : yet after his Re Deg ol trom the grave, and his 
| aſcenſion 


*# 


| bainſt W wit. 1. « 
aſcenſion into heaven, they fay that God the father as the 


reward of his obedicnce'and ſufferings, exalted him- to the ho- : 


nour and dignity of 4 God; not indeed to' be the ſupreme and 


_ eternal God, but howeyer dear veras, a "true God, diftin&t and 


feparate from his Father ; and Socinus takes it ill of his' adyer- 
ſaries, that they ſhould charge him with denying Chriſt to be 
God *, and complains againſt them that will not be brought to 
confeſs and worſhip him >, for their Lord and ' God, who was 
once -a' weak and' infirm man : and herein he faith the 'power 
and goodneſs of God was diſcovered, and his admirable wiſ- 
dom diſplayed, in extolling anddeifying this man, beyond what 
we can umagin 3, - 

And to the obje&tion that might -be made againſt this opi- 
nion, as that which did nowers 4 infer a plurality of Gods, 
Wokgogenins will tell you, that if by two Gods you mean' ne of 
whom are all things and we 1n him, and one by whom are all 
things and we by hmm, we are ſo far faith he, from being alhamed 
of worſhiping two ſuch Gods, that we rather glory in its. But 


if it ſhall be farther ſaid, that to do them right, they acknow-, pf 


= 
LA 9, 
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ledge but one ſupreme God by nature, and'that=Chriſt 'is on-" 


ly a God by Appointment and Office, not, natu# but fattus, 
not born but made, and deifyed after his aſcenſion, by a com- 
munication of the divine power, wiſdom and goodnels to him. 
I Anf. that this is fo far from abating, that it rather en- 
creaſes the difficulty, and makes the Sorrman notion both ab- 
ſurd and impious, as may be ſhewn more at large hereafter, 
when we come to lay the charge of Idolatry at their door, 


Indeed one would think it ſhould be a debaſing of the name 
and honour that is dne to God, to 
any but him that is ſo from all cternity ; the ſame Wolzogen. 


ive either of them to 


will tell you, you may if you pleaſe, reproach them tor ſo doing, 


but he yalues it. not a ruſh, nos non erubeſcrmus, we are not 


Socin. oper. Tom. 2. p. 645. 
3} In. eo homine ſupra quam dici pote 
id gloria nobis. & laudi ducamus, \ 
de vera divinitate Chriſti. 


nt 


1 Quaſi nos Chriſtum wverum deum eſſe negamus, quod tamen 4 nobis nou fit, 
2 Ut pro Deo ac Domino ſuo venerentur, p. 631. 

extollendo & deificando, Ibid. 4 Ut potius 
olzogen. Prolegom. in Evangel.Johannis cap. 8. 


B aſhamed 
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aſhamed to own that we worſhip deum fattum vel faftitum, a 
made God ; not made-indeed by a Gold{mith or Ingraver, ab 
_ ſeulptore vel aurifabro, but they acknowledge with St. Peter 

\Cts 2, 36. that God hath made Feſus who was rrucifyed Lord and 
Chriſt, that is, ſaith he, deum extmiwm fecerit, hath made him 
a great and eminent God. 161d. 

If this be not enough, if you pleaſe to conſult Smalczus, 
he will give you all the ſatisfaction that you can poſſibly 
defire further in this matter, For. firft, he will tell you, that 
whereas the Scriptures aſſure us that there is but one only true 
God, yet that muſt be taken Jews ſenſu ; not as if there were no 0- 
ther true God beſides God the Father, but that there 1s none that 
is God ; eodem prorſus moda, jult in the ſame manner as he 1s”. 
For otherwiſe the thing is-certain and paſt all doubt, that 
there are more true Gods then one ; and let the Inſpired writers 
be never ſo poſitive, yet. he and his friends can and will with 
equal confidence advance this contrary poſition, that the true 
God 1s not one only God *, Nay it 1s not an indifferent mat- 
ter, but. a truth which they . firmly believe and earneſtly con- 
tend for 3.' And therefore pronounce it without any hafita- 
tion, that there are more true Gods then one, | 

And indeed they have reaſon to contend: earneſtly for this 
opinion, if it be true what he faith in the ſame place, that to 
acknowledge and confeſs, and adore one only: chief and ſu- 
preme God, 1s purely udarcal, and a Tenunciation of the 
Chriſtian Religion +, Here he ſpeaks as home to the point as | 
you can pofhibly defire, and it 1s enough 1n all conſcience. Thus 
whereas the Scriptures tell us there 1s but one Gad, the Socr- 

mans ſay there are two; one God by nature, another by grace, 


we IO G5" INC" TOO 


—_ 


+ Duod vero Dexs ille unus qui pater eft, ſolus verus dicitur, id non ideo fieri di- 
cimus quod nemo alius prater Patrem deus werus ſit, ſed quia nemo alius preter 
Patrem, iſto prorſus modo d:us werus fit, quo ille eft. Smal. wing Cent. Err.p 4- 
2 Certifſimum eſt quod non unus tantum verus Deus fit. Ibid. 3 Contendimus & fr- 
fame docemus ejſe plures Deos preter unum. Eoſque veros. Refut. Smigl. de Novis 


. Nov. Ar. p. 14. 4 Tantum unum ſummun deum agnoſcere. unum tantum na- 


Pxrd Derm Colere, unum tantum Inde tem Deum confiteri, efſe Tudaicum quia- 
dam, & ab negation2m Chriſtiane Religions Ibid. p. 16. 


One 
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one Supreme, another Inferior, one Greater, - another Leſſer, 
one Elder 'and eternal, the other a junior and modern God: 
and this by Socznur is made the great myſtery of. the Chrilti- 
an Religion, greater indeed if true, and more incomprehenſible 
then any other, or then all the other ftupendous and adorable 
myſteries of our Faith put together. - 
| Now as the Scanans ſay there are two Gods; ſo if you be- 
eve Curcellaus, he will confidently tell you there are three ; 
who tho he be no Socinian, yet he agrees perfectly with them 
in allmeſt all their other Errors, except that which concerns 
the doctrine of the Trinity, where he hath a peculiar notion 
of his own, diftin@ as he tells you both from Arivs and Soci- 
14s: tor he makes the Son and Holy Ghoſt to have a divine 
* nature. communicated to them from all eternity, but yet ſuch 
that is different in each of them, fo that 'they are three d1- 
{tint divine beings. And to the objeftion made by Marefius, 
that this notion mult inevitably imply' that there are three 
Gods ; he Anſwers, that if by three Gods, be meant three ſpe- 
cifically diſtinguiſhed from each other, he diſowns any ſuch di- 
{inion between the perſons of the Trinity ; bur if by three, 
be meant three perſons ng in the fame common nature, 
yet numerically diſtinguilhed in each of them, tt is that which 
- he ownes andearneftly contends for ; that the Pather, Son and 
_ Holy-Ghoft, are as mach three Gods as Peter Paul, and Fohn, 
agreeing. in the ſame common nature are three diſtinct men. 
And it you believe him, he will tell you the ancients were 
not afraid of the imputation of Poytheiſme, / in this ſenſe; and 
to think of the ſame individual nature bemg communicated to 
three perſons, was a notion that never entered into the heads 
; of any of the Fathers, in their difputes againſt the Arian, as 
being againſt both Reaſon and Religion. Curcell, Diſſert. prima 
de vecibus' Trims. tc. cap. 105. & demceps, And Limburg, who 


publiſhes and recommends him to the world, I ſuppoſe is of the 


K x 


ſame opinion. | 
 The*2d Attribute which the Scriptures aſcribe to God, is his 
unmenfity and omnipreſence, aſſuring us that his nature 1s in- 

| finite, and conſequently that it cannot be confined to any 
| B 2 place, 
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ber Heathens, as well as by 

will tell you, that God 1s not infinite. in his Eflence, or Nature, 
but that he is ſo confined to the Heavens, as not to be ſub- 
ſtantially preſent elſewhere, or, not to fill any . places out of 
thoſe limits. - And therefore when urged with thoſe places of 
Scripture, which ſay that God fills Heaven and Earth, and that 
he 1s, every where preſent, Jer. 23. 24. Pſ, 189. They: anſwer, that 
they, a, ' be Interpreted, only with reſpe& to the [vertue, pow- 
cr, and operations of God, which extend to the remoteſtplaces 
where he.,is not eſſentially preſent '., As the Syn, which isthe! . 
Inſtance ſome. of them. give us, to illuſtrate; this matter, 1s con- 
fined to the Heavens, and indeed takes up. but a ſmall roome 
there in_compariſon, yet may / be ſaid to be, whzque terrarum, , 


becauſe he diffuſes his Light, Heat, and other Influences,” to: 


——. 


* 
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1 Ea verba, ſpeaking of thoſe words Fer. 23.23 Aml a God at -hand, and nota 
God atar off: Suadere widentur, ipſius Dei ſubſtantiam non ubique pariter prefſern-, 
rem effe, & fic eam non eſſe immenſam froe infinitam, quamvis ubique tamen [ua vir-. 
ute & providentia ſit ipſe Deus preſens. Socin. de ' Dez efſentia Cngmitione p. 68. 
vid, Crellium, cap, 2.7. de Dei Immenſitate & Onzipreſentia. 1 OV « - 'Y 
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' _ the remoteſt' parts of the Earth» But 'of »this [Attribute 
hereafter. ©; | 6 ey | 
34 Attribute aſcribed to God in Scripture, is his omnuſcience, 
whereby he knows all things palt, preſent, :and to \come, which 
knowledge® of. his extends 1t ſelf not only to all things and 


p 
* 


perſons, 'but likewiſe to all their ations and the effects of them, 


and together: with them views the 1ecret ſprings and principles 
of thoſe aCtions, diſcerning the defigns and contrivances of men, 
and all the thoughts and intents of the: heart; There being no 
creature that 14 not mamfeſt in his ſwht, but all things are vain and 
open to: the eyes of him with whom we have to do, Heb. 4.1 14. 
"What our Tranflation-renders open, is more Emphatically 
exprefied in the Greek, T:76@x1nmoura;: all things are as it were 
'dillected and anatomized, the very nfide of all things are laid 
open to his view. What 1s lodged in the darkeſt corners and 
deepeſt receſſes of the.-Soul, cannot be hid from his fight, 
whoſe eies are in every place-like_ a. flame of fire beholding 
the evil and the good. i Nay ithis knowledge is of ſo'vaſt an 
extent, as to comprehend: within 1ts mighty compaſs, not only 
things paſt and preſent, but likewiſe all things to come; for his 
duration being commenſurate to all the parts of time, he doth 
not meaſure _ as we do, by firſt and laſt, but all. things pre- 
ſent-and to 'come; are open. to. him at:.one view, -with' whom a 
thouſand years are but as one day, and one "day as a thouſand years 
2:Act..3. 8. ' Nay not only thoſe things which are properly 
future with: reſpe& to any neceffary cauſes of their 7 as” 
on, but even/ thoſe which are moſt contingent, 'as depending 
upon the ſpontaneous motion of mens-free will ; all ſuch acti- 
ons, together /with rhe moſt caſual events, as well as remote 
conſequences of them, are the obje&s of Gods knowledge, 
4s 4970 not only' difcern our Intentions and deſigns whulſt 
they.- are #n, fier;,, in the- time of their hatching/ and framing in 
the: Soul, but: antecedently, long before the: mind/;comes to any 
determination; heundenſtands ou! thoughts atar ob, Pf. 139. 2. 
And of this befides'the plam declarations of Scripture, the pre- 
dictions that have bin made by God'of the: moſt contingent and 
fortuitous cycnts are an Argument that.one would. th oO 
71] | B 3 Pace 
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place this truth beyond all contradiQtion: It being that which 
God Allmighty made choice of, to vindicate the honour of his 
divine nature and perfe&ions, in oppofition to the vain claime 
that was laid to them by the dull Idols of the.heathens, and 
their more 7 a worſhippers Eſay. 41. 22. Let them bring forth 

W 


and us all happen, let them ſhem the farmer things what 
they rgfhos we _ minke leak and " the latter end of them, 
and declare us things for to come.  Shew 'the things that are to come 
hereafter that we may knaw that you are God. | 

It is true this knowledge' of God as it extends to things. to 
cone, is too wonderful for us, we:cannot attain to it :: and there- 
tore it we think to meaſure his' knowledge: by our own fhal- 
low conception of things, we ingage in a task more abſurd and 
ridiculous, then if we "Hoald attempt to take up the waters of 
the Ocean and inclofe them in the hollow of our hand. 

And of this abſurdity are the Socemans guilty, who will by 
no means be brought to acknowledge this great truth; for tho 
when you come to diſcourſe with them. upon this ſubject, they 
will tell you, they allow God t&be omniſcient, and that he knows 
all things; yet you muſt not be too haſty in taking an advantage 
of that conceihon. You mutt give tham leave to explam them- 
ſelves; God knows all things, That's true, but with this limita- 
tion, quatenus ſunt ſcrbilta, as far as they arecapable of being 
known. But future contingencies muſt be excluded ont of that 
number, having no being either in themſclves, or in any certain 
or neceſlary cauſes of their production ; and therefore are no 
- more the object of any, even divine SOTr IG then darkneſs 1s 
- the object of ſight : your -eycs may as foon be daaled with one, 
as your underſtandings 'bec' affected 'or receive any Impreſfion 
trom the other. | 


Againſt Socinianiſm. 


free will, he,./knows . as poſſible, that is, they may or may. not 
come. to: pals, tjit whether of theſe two ſhall happen, that is 
ſtill a ſecret even to God himſelf ; whoſe divine knowledge can- 
- not arrive to the knowledge of ſuch future contingencies, of 
which according to the known maxime, there can be no certain 
or determinate truth or fal{chood. 

Perhaps you wall ſay this maxime 1s true, with reſpect to ſe- 
cond cauſes, and any created knowledge, but not with reſpect 
to. the knowledge of God, to whom the moſt caſual events are 
preſent, and therefore certain ; for as much as he foreſees which 
way men will freely determine their own choice, either in act- 
ing, or forbearing to ac, in doing this, or doing the contrary. 
And without this preſcience we cannot well imagine how 
ſhould be able to governe the world, and particularly Angels 
and Men, in whale actions and the event of them, his own glo- 
ry 1s ſo eminently concerned. | 

The Socrmans will tell you all this is a ru miſtake, and that 
ſuch a notion of Gods knowledge is 1o: far from being necel- 
lary to his providence, that it 1s derogatory to the freedom - 
of mens will, and thereby leads to the diſhonour 'of God, and 
the overthrow of all Religion, which Cells endeavours at large 
to prove Lb. de Natura De: cap. 24. de Saprentia Det, _ "== 

And after he hath taken ſome pains to ſhew that this omniſct- 
ence 1s oppoſite to reaſon, he comes to ſhew its repugnance as 
he thinks to the plain declarations! of Scripture, and what he 
and his Maſter fay upon this head, and upon. that which tol- 
lows, it will be worth our while a little to enlarge'upon, foral- 
much as it will help to give us a true Idaa of Sorrmanzſm, which 
tends plainly to the diſhonour of God, and im the conclufion 
to the overthrow of all-natural as well asrevealed Rehgion. 

Now the places of Scripture: which he: quotes: to! this pur- 
poſeF#are thoſe which ſpcake of Gods waiting for the amend- 
ment and repentance of finners, as he doth 1n that remarkable 
manner Efay. 5. 4. What could I have done mare for my 1 ard, 
that I have not allready done to ut, and yet when 1 expetted 1t 
Jhould bring forth grapes, 'it brought forth" wild grapes? andy. 7. 
When he looked for judenient, behold oppreſſion ; for righteouſneſs 0 
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hold a ery +: How faith the'could it 'be-ſaid either with'pro- | 
riety or truth, that if Got had foreſcen their obftenacy,! he could 
ve waited-and hoped'for- their amendment. "He farther ve- 
fers us to' two other places, to Ger. 18. 21. Concernig Sodom, and 
to that concerning Abram Gen. 22, 12. this 1s certain faith he>, 
That God here by a new and an extraordinary experiment, made 
a diſcovery of 'the faith and piety of Abraham, which he was 


not certain "off before he made this* tryal of it: And' of the 


execrable Impieties of the Sodomzrzer, which he would ſcarce be- 
lieye they could be guilty of, till he came down from Hea- 
ven-on purpoſe, and made as 1t were his own eyes the witneſ- 
ſes of the truth and certainty of thoſe matters. | 

For/a further confirmation of his: opinion, he cites thoſe pla- 
ces of Scripture'where God 1s ſaid to tempt Abraham, that is, 
to make a tryal of his obedience, Gen. 22. x. and fo thoſe 0- 
ther Det. 8. 2. Fudges 2, 21. where God 1s ſaid to have lead the 
Children of /frae! in the wilderneſs forty years, to prove them, 
and to know what was 1n their hearts, and whether they would 
keep his commandments or no: and to haye left of the Ca- 
naanttes' m the land, declaring his reſolution not to drive them 
out thence, that he might prove ſrael, whether they would keep 
the waies of the Lord as their Fathers did or no. From all 
which he concludes that he muſt ' be pertinarsſſemus, extreamly 
obſtmate that ſhould oppoſe this opinion, ' which if you believe 
him 3, 1s ſupported not only' by the evidence" and ftrength of 
reaſon, but bythe Authority of Holy Scripture +. 

What Crelhus here faith againſt Gods preſcience, he learned 
from his Maſter Sorin, Prelett. Theol. Cap. 8. p. 585. Where the 
Maſter goes farther then the Schollar in aggravating the in- 
conyeniences that muſt attend the notion of preſcience; for from 
hence faith he it muſt follow, that many things are aſcribed to 


—— 


1 Quo enim patto poteſt quiſpiam dici id expefare, quod non eventurum planiſi- 
me intelligit, imo jamreipſa videt, Ibid. 2 Deum novum quoddam of infigne experi- 
mentum, illic quidem impietatis Sodomice widere woluifſe, hic wero pietatis Abra- 
hamice vidiſſe, quod antequam. fieret, plane certum & exploratum non. erat.. 3 No 
7odo Evident. ſims & plane cogente ratione nititur, [ed & [acrarum literarum au- 
teritate ſtabilitur. 4 Crell. Ibid. | | | 

| God 


God in Scripture. either falſely, or elſe muſt ſuppoſe himguilty 
of ſuch zmpruence *, which we cannot imagine any man could 
be lyable to, except he were ſtark mad. And then quotes the 
places before xx0es by Creltus, and. to them adds Num. 14. 12. &c. 
where: God {ware that the 1fraelites ſhould not enter into the 
Land of Canaan, which yet he {ware to their forefathers he would 

ive them, and he did oncereally intend to put them in poſleſ- 
10n of it, but their murmurings and rebellions cauſed hum to 
alter his reſolution. | | | 

Now if God had foreſeen the diſobedience and impieties of 
the Children of Jae! which moyed him to change his purpoſe 
- Concerning them, in promiſing to bring them into the Land of 
Canaan, and confirming that promiſe with an oath ; he mult have 
acted, faith this Bold man, ſo, as we cannot ſuppoſe any man to 
have aCted, that was not quite out of his wits *, But now a- 
gainſt all this, the foretelling of future events, even ſuch as 
are-molt contingent, as depending upon the intire freedom of 
mens will; and the numerous as well as plain prediCtions of 
theſe matters which ſtand upon record in the book of God, 
one would think ſhould be an unanſwerable objefion. And 
it ſcems it was ſo with Ep:ſcapus, who though he agrees too 
well with Socinus in many of his other /ooſe and dangerous no- 
tions concerning the wature and attributes of God, yet here 
he leaves him, and declares himſelfe of a contrary Opinion, 
Tong chiefly induced thereunto from this Argument of pre- 

ICTONsS, 

But yet to mollify the matter, and to give as litle offence 
as might be, to a party whoſe favor he courted, he tells 
them and us3, that it was but a ſmall matter about which they 
differ d, which ſhould break no ſquares between friends ; fol 
tho he affirmed, and they denyed, yet the + matter of the dif- 
pute was purely problematical, which had diyided the opint- 
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1 Oug ne in h:minem cadere poteſ#, nifs plane dementem. Ibid. 2 Qurs ex 
hominibus ita amens e/t, ut juret & 4, earns, quod ſe fatFurum _— oe, 
Jam probe noverit. Ibid. 3 Lib. 4. Inſt. Th. cap. 18. 4 Inter Eru it ifem 
Theologos Lis adhuc ſub judice eft. Ibid. 
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ons of the moſt learned Divines, but never to that day had 
received any determination ; * That there was not one Chriſti- 
an in a thouſand had any knowledge of it ; in ſhort, * that it was 
fo triflling and inconfiderable a matter, that neither Religion 
nor the worſhip of God was at all concerndinit. But what 
Epiſcopius could not do, Secin. hath done, or at leaſt hath at- 
tempted the doing of it ; viz. the reconciling the truth of Gods 
preartttons with the denyal of his preſcience, and 1t is worth our 
while to heare what he \aith upon this occaſion. 

1. Then, ſometimes Gods prediQions are no more then his 
warnings, Potius monet quem predicit, Socin. pre. Th. cap. 10, 
God dealing with men, as men; ſometimes deat with Chelaren, 
telling them that they will do fuch and fuch ll actions, to 
deter and ſhame them from ſo doing, Se/emus nos cum puerum ab 
al1quo errore commrttends deterrere volumus, &c. Ibid. : 

2. God foretells ſome aCtions, and particularly fome wicked 
ations, not as if-he knew they vation be committed 
by evil men, Quia ea certiſſime futura neſſet , fed quia ſic plane 
verifemile erat, Vb1d. but becauſe it was very likely they ſhould be 
fo: that is, what we call a pred:#10n, and what the Scriptures with- 
out any limitation delivers as fuch, Socemes accounts but a cor- 

jetture, it is a probable gueſs, of what may likely come to- pats; 
But what may come to paſs, may likewiſe not come to pats, 
and ſo for all their pho F ou the mſpired writers, and what 
we cannot think of without horror, the Holy Spirit that di- 
rected them might be miſtaken. But foraſmuch as theſe two 
former Anſwers may ferve for fome predictions, but cannot 
g1ve a reaſonable Enquirer juſt fatisfaCtion as to others, which 
are ſo plain that the force of them cannot be thas cluded. 

Therefore once for all to put an end to this obje@ion, 
and you may well imagine he was hard preſſed, before he would 
betake himſelf toe this aft, and im hum a deſperate fbift ;" he 
is forced to. take ſanfuary at thoſe very decrees of God, 
which at other times he oppoſes with all his might: like a 
Malefattor when cloſely purſued, and finding no other way of 

1 Vis creco milleſimum Chriſtianum dari qui. ſtientiam. hujus ret habeat. 2 Mb/- 
que oy is, _ etu/p _ ng ng | "ans Pi hommunr AT 
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eſcape, he flies for proteffronto thoſe very Altars, which at other 
times he hath ſo ofien profaned by his crimes. { 

_ For faith Soctrus, the things which God foreſces, are either 
good or eyil ; if good, he may abſolutely decree what is fo ', and 
make that neceflary which otherwiſe would be but indifferent : 
nay he may unpoſe a neceſlity upon the Wills of men, and make 
them to do and chooſe what is good *, Now this is downright 
Calvmniſm, and if you had a mind to believe it to be true, yet the 
' Socinians themſelyes, and the Remonftrants their friends , will 
furniſh you with ſuch ObjeQions againſt the belief of it, that 
to them at leaſt they muſt be unanſwerable. For it is a 4nown 
and an avowed Principle among them both, Firſt that where there 
is neceſſity , there is no religion ; and conſequently neither 
good nor eyil 3, If our actions proceed not from freedom, 
they loſe their nature, and may be any thing elſe, but cannot 
be vertue and vice, foraſmuch as neceſſity takes away the dzſtin+ 
on of aCtions good and bad +. 

2, That Freedom and Neceflity are ſo oppoſite one to ano- 
ther , that Omnipotence it ſelf cannot reconcile them , foral- 
much as they are plain contradi&ions, and terms that deſtroy 
each others. That neceflity robs you not only of your free- 
dom but of your will it {elf, to which freedom 1s ſo neceſſary, 
that without it is no will, it being an eſſential property of 
it, proprium quarto modo ; and to ſay that the Will can ſubſiſt 
without its property , that is it's eſſential hberty , is abſuratate 
iÞſa abſurdins 5, Now let us put both theſe things together : 
there 1s no Religion, conſequently neither Good nor Evil, Ver- 
tne nor Vice, where there is neceſlity ; and yet nhl prohibet, 
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I Si teflimonium loquitur de bonis operibus certo ay » ſine dubio Deus ipſe de- 
crevit, Socin.Pral.Th-cap. 10.p.549. 2 Cre!l. cap. 24. de lap. 3. Hoc eff peſſun- 
dare religionem, que nulla proprie eſt ubi eſt 'nece/ſtt as. Smalc. contra Swigl. Cap. :2. 
4. Crell.cap. 24. de pientia Dei P. 204. Ubi talis neceſſitas eſt, nec ullum verum pec- 
catum eſt , nec meritum pane, Ubicunque neceſſit as dominatur 161 religiont non eff 
locus. Examen. cenfurz cap. 7. p. 82. So ſay the Remonſtrants. 5 Quod neceſſe eft, 
hominis libertatem & ſe penibus excludit. Socin. Prel. Th. cap. 8. Arbitrium liberta- 
 Fem m /e continet quam fi demas, arbitrium eſe deſinet. Crell. de volunt. Dei cap. 
21.Pp. 139. Qui weceſſario vult OF. agit, is libero arbitrio proeeditus non eft id: cap. 
24 de ſap. Dei. p. 206. 6 Exam. Cenſurz Cont. Remonſt. cap. 6. p- 76. 
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faith Crell, nothing, conſequently neither religion, nor the na- 
ture of good and evil hinders, but that God may abſolutely 
decree things good to be done *, and decree them 1o as to be- 
come necellary by vertue of that decree. 

Again, the Will cannot be neceſſttated 1n any of its aCtions, for- 
aſmuch as this would deſtroy its freedom, which 1s a fundamen- 
tal radical property of-it, and cannot be ſeparated from it with- 
out deſtroying the Will it ſelf: And yet God can 2mpoſe a neceſ- 
fity upon the wells of men of chooſing this thing or: another *: 
and Socinus will tell you, that God uſually. leaves the wills of 
men to their freedom, except it be when his judgments require - 
him to lay them under a neceflity 3, Now how ſhall we re- 
concile theſe ſayings, which to us poor Chriſtians ſeem to be 
plain contradiCtions, and therefore impoſſible to be truc. But 
Socrnus 18 not only a great admirer of reaſon, but a great maſter 
of it too; and theretore by the help of a diſtin&tion, he doubts 
not but to bring himſelfe fairly off ; for in the forementioned 
place, having in order to givean account of ſome of the predicti- 
ons of Scripture, bin forced to bring in the Decrees of God into 
his aſſiſtance, which could not one would think, but entrench upon 
the freedome of mans will, by making all ations ſubjeC to theſe 
Decrecs neceſſary; he gravely tells us, and we are behold- 
ing to him for the diſcovery ; That notwithſtanding his De- 
crees, God hath left man entirely to his liberty ; for beſides 
the direftion and goverment of his external ations whith indred 
God hath reſerved to himſelfe, he hath left every thing elſe in 
the power of mans will + That is, when you ſay a man is a 
free Agent, you muſt diſtinguiſh between the inward and out- 
ward AQ, between chooſmg and dooing; in the former ſenſe a 
man 1s entirely at liberty, for what can be freer then thought, 
who can lay a reftraint upon mans will, or ſhakle his defies ? 


a. 
——_—CCC 


1 Nibil prohibet quin Dew fimpliciter bona fier: decernat: Crell. deſap. Dei p. 210. 
2 Poteſt neceſſitatem homini imponere hoc wel illud wolendi. Ibid. 3. Deus voluntaten 
hiberam efſe ſinit, niſi quando ut ei neceſſitatem afferat, ejus judicia requirant. SOCin. 
Przlett. Th. cap. 7-P-544 4 Voluntas hominis ad Extremum uſque eft plane libera , 
«deo- ut preter ipſum fattum Externum, omnia in ejw ſunt foteſtate. ibid. 
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the decrees of God, can put no force upon theſe, and here 
Sapiens dommabitur aftris; they only governe mens outward ations, 
which may indeed become thereby neceſſary, but that's no great 
matter ; animus cujuſque eſt quſque, the mind 1s the nobler part, 
leta man but aflert the honour and dignity of that; and he need 
not be much concerned what becomes of his outward actions. 
But againſt this it may be objected, that a great part of Re- 
gion conſiſts in the practiſe of many External ations of Prey 
towards God, Fuſt:ce and Charity towards men ; and if theſe are 
not tree, they are no- longer Acts of Religion, any thing elſe 
but not Vertue and' Vice as was ſaid before. To this he will 
tell you, that God meaſures mens Obedience or DYxſobedience 
reſpectively, not by the External Fat, but by the [nternal Atons 
and conſent of the Wall >, SEA 

Which tho' in ſome ſenſe, and with a juſt limitation may 
be true; yet as it 1s here brought in by him, to ſerve his pre- 
ſent purpoſe, is a very /ooſe and a dangerous determination ; in 
ſhort this whole matter as it is ſtated by Socznus, 1s lyable to 
very many and thoſe unan{werable exceptions. 

For 1. whereas he ſaith the will even to the laſt 1s en- 
tirely at liberty, tho the external actions are ſubject to the 
decrees of God, and thereby become neceflary ; this is a plain 
contradiftion to what both he and Crellivs betore told us, that 
God might meceſſitatem afferre voluntati & neceſſitatem 1mponere 
hominibus hoc vel illud volendt : force even. the will, as well as make 
the outward actions neceflary, 

2ly, He aſſerts a freedome in men to /ittle or no purpoſe ; for 
one would think if God gaye a man a principle of freedome, 
he did it chiefly for the government of his afttons; and if thele 
are not in his power he had even as good be without his 
liberty ; and that his will and his actions ſhould run the ſame 
fate, and be both equally ſubje& to it. For my part I ſhould 
think I had as good be ſhackled and manacled, as to have a 


EE 


1 Deus Obedientiam &> Tnobedientiam hominum, ex ipſa perfetta & conſummata 
voluntate, non autem ex ip/0 Externo fatto metitur. ibid. 
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full power of mooving, and yet not be able to ftir either 
hand or foot. | RRC 

31y, If Socinus ſhould be asked, how 1t can be imagined that 
the actions can be neceſſary, when the principle from whence 
they proceed is abſolutely tree, for 1t 1s of humane and vyo- 
luntary actions that Socinzs in that place 1s ſpeaking of, I be- 
lieve it would puzzle him to give a fatisfaftory an{wer. 

4thly, Tho Socinus takes care of the freedome of mans will, 
which he in this place is concerned to vindicate, yer as far as 
I can perceive he hath little care of Retzgzon; for if, where there 
is neceſlity there can be no Religion, as the Socm. and Remonſtrants 
ſaid before, and that a great part of Religion confiſts in exter- 
nal as well as internal ations; I cannot ſee but that thereby 
Religion is left in great danger if not entirely overthrown, 
and that YVertue and Morality, are for any afliftance that Ss- 
einus 1n this place affords them, fairly left to ſhift for themſelves. 

- Well, but however tho Socmmus by making good aftions ſub- 
ject to Gods decrees, and thereby neceſlary, may be guilty 
of Contraditting himſelf ; yet there is no great harme in all 
that, his opinion may be abſurd, but he doth not deſign 
to encourage impiety thereby ; for tho he make God the cauſe 
of good actions yet he doth not as his adverſaries do, make 
him the Author of Sin. In reference to what 1s Evil, here man 
is left entirely to his own freedome, the guilt of which can- 
not be transferred upon the decrees of God, which are not 
in any wiſe concerned in them ; bat the ſhame and blame of 
all muſt be laid at mans own door, and imputed only to his 
own freedom. But ſoft 'and fair, there 1s no general rale but 
may have ſome exceptions, for there are plain predictions in 
Scripture, not only of ſome good, but of many evil and wicked 
ations, fuch for wfſtance, as were the Treachery of Fudas, and 
the denyal of Peter, &c. 

Now: theſe according to the Socznzans, God could not fore- 
fee except they were neceſfary, and they could not well be 
neceſſary without his decree, and therefore to reconcile the 
prediction and the event, God firſt reſolves to have an. ull 
thing done, and then wiſely foretells the doing of it. Roos 
2 aq I woat 


what follows and then you will be further fatisfyed in this 
matter, and that Sinus and his followers are not wronged 
in laying this to their charge. 

For faith Crellzus, if God finds men fit and diſpoſed 
for any miſchief, Eorum malitia uti poteſt ad confilia ſuaexequenda ', 
he may make uſe of their wickedneſs to compaſs his own 
deſgnes. Nay not only ſo, he may likewiſe decree ſomthing 
to be done by them, Quzod me peccato ab us fiert nequit, Ibid. which 
cannot be done without fin. What Crellms faith in general, 


Socmus gives as an example of in the tians, whoſe fin 
in opprefting the Children of Ifrael, G ng before fore- 
ſaw and foretold, 15. Ger. as havingeglecreed it to be done. 


But to excuſe this matter he faith, God did not put that wicked: 
difpofition into the minds of the Egyptians, but found it there, 
Malam eam mentem in iþfis moenerat, qua ad judrrium fuum exequen- 
dum, quodammodo abuſus eft. Prete&. Th. cap. ro. p. 547. and 
what he found there, he made ufe of for the execution ob 
his judgments. 

This 1s ſomthing bat it is not full enough, this 1s but beating 
about the buſh, therefore he wilt keep you noe longer in fu- 
fpenſe. Not only an a&tion that conld not be done without fin, 
bat the fin it ſelfe may be decreed and cffeted by God, 
gz quid ab homimbus cofpttra Dez legem commititur 1d non quiden 
decernente ac antore Deo frert afſeveramus, mi rare as are 
dam de cauſir, Socin. Prat. Fh. p. 544. that 1s, if God be t 
Author of ſm it is bnt rarely, and that for very weighty 
reaſons. Here again Socimrs to our '' great amazement, 16 a 
downright predeftmarian,' and if we may fadge of the opinions 
of Caloin even by the repreſentation of his adverfaries, he is. 
Catoms thfo Catoinror. What Socinus here affirins, that God fome- 
times is the Author of mens fins,” is confirmed by Smalciue, 
but with this difference, that whereas by Jocenus God 1s made 
the immediate Author of fin, Smalcrurwil bring m the Devit 
to bear - part of the blame, deum quandaque per drabolum hom- 
ner compellere ad ſcelera perpetranda *. God. indeed faith hc, com- 


t Crell. cap. 24. De Sapientia Dcizp.210. 2 Smal. Contra FrantZ. p. 416. 
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pels men to do evil, but he'maks uſe of the miniſtry of the 
Devil, who # the inſtrument in the Compulſion; : _. 

What they thus ſay in general, - they. doe further illuſtrate, 
if you think what hath bin ſaid may not: be:ſo clear, but that 
it may want a Comment, -by particular inſtances, and ſpecial- 
ly that of Peters denial of his Maſter, which was a Contingent - 
Event one would think, as depending upon the freedome of 
his will; and yet this was foretold by Chriſt. But how could 
this be? why Socenus will tell you this denial. of Peter, was 
not»a matter ſo Contingent as you may imagine ;, for God 
for the puniſhment of his confidence, decreed to withdraw his 
Grace from him, upon which ſubſtraftion of his Grace, that 
denyal could not but follow '. Nay he goes farther ; not only 
withdrawing his Grace from Peter in the Hour of Temptation, 
but taking effettual ay that he ſhould be tempted. For faith 
he, Peter being diſpoſed to commit this fin, and wanting only 
4 an Oppertunity of putting it into prattiſe, to make good. the 

truth of his prediction, God took care to offer him that oc- 
caſon. And this he thinks may ſafely be ſaid, without any ab- 
ſurdity *. Here he ſpeaks home and full to the point. 

Indeed at another - time he himſelf can ſcarce drgeſt, what he 
here would have his Readers ſwallow without ſtraining ; for {aith 
he, to ſay that God foreſees evil, becauſe he decrees at, cannot be 
affurmed without impiety. How ſhall we reconcile this with all 
we before quoted out of him? I confeſs I was in ſome paine 
for him, to know how he would come off, but he ſoon re- 
lerved me, by the help of a diſtin&tion he can performe wonders, 
_— which, one of the greateſt is to reconcile contradittions. 
_ For faith he, $: certa mals operis prediftio erit, 1pſum quidem 
opus & deo decretum fuerit, non autem cordis malitia, P. 549- 
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1 Negatio ifta neceſſario conſecutura erat Socin.. ibid. p. 548. 2. Nou alia re opus 
brat, niſi ut occafio Chriſtum, nezandi Petro daretur. id guod deum ipſum curaſ- 
ſe i.e. Effecifſe , nihil abſurdi continet. Vid. Smal. Contra Frantz. p. 431. Ud: af* 
erit voluntatem Petri quoddammodo efſe coaftam & ad breve temporis ſpacium liber- 
fate ſua privatam, idque Deum interdum &r facere poſſe & ſolere. 3 Peccata ita 
'4 deo nota fuiſſe affirmare, quia future omnino ita decreviſſet, impium prorſus videri 


&ebet. Ibid. p. 547. 
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That 1s, you'muſt diſtingniſh berween the A and the 0bliquity 
of it, and then you may reconcile the honour of Gods juſtice 
and the truth of his prediftions : a very nice and Methaphytical 
diſtinction, and which I ſhould almoſt deipaired to have found 
any where, but in the writings of a Schoo/man or a Caloinſt. 

Upon the whole, I think we have reaſon to admire the 
Fuagment of God, upon theſe men; in giving them up, as a juſt 
puniſhment of ther Contempt of his Revelations, to the Condutt 


of their own Carnal and Corrupt Reaſon, which when it is not 


aſſiſted by a Divine Revelation, is but a blind guide in mat- 
ters of religion; and therefore it is no wonder it we find them 
roving and wandring ina Laberynth and Maze of Errors, like 
men bewildred, going backward and forward, ſaying and un- 
laying, and at length orowing giddy, and falling back into 
thoſe very opinions which they have pmhade ſo much haſt to 
fly from, and upon the account of (which, they and the Re- 
monſtrants have raiſed ſo many, and ſuch Tragzal exclama- 
tions againſt their adyerſaries. 

4ly. The next Attribute that the Scriptures aſcribe to God, 
is his Immutability, whereby he is uncapable of Alteratzon, and 
therefore not Lzable to change. 1 Sam. 1 5. 29. The ſtrength of Iſrael 
will not lie 'nor repent: for J is not a man that he ſhould repent. 
This would argue God to be like our ſelves, of like weak- 
neſs, and like pafſions with men. 

For whatever Alterations may happen in the world, yet he 
remains unalterable, with whom 1s no variableneſs, neither ſhaddow 
of turning. James 1. 17, Indeed men upon many accounts, and 
for many very warrantable reaſons, may be obliged to ſhuft 
and change their Counſels and Reſolutions, : who for want 
of wiſedom and foreſght in laying their projets, or for want 

th to execute them, and by a great many other wnex- 


of 
pelled accidents, which the greateſt prudence could not forelce, 


nor conſequently avoid, oftentimes meet with many and fa- 

tal diſappointments. | | 

' * But when Infinite Wiſedome is joyned with Jnfintte Power. 

Nothing can hinder ſuch an Azent from bringing his urpoles 

to the deſired Event, My counſel ſaith the Lord, that ſhall 
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ftand, and I will do all my pleaſure, Eſay. 46. 10. Who can 


withſtand the power of God? who can baffle his Contrivan- 
ces? or refiſt his will? For the Counſels and Decrees of God 
are as /mmutable as his Nature; for be they Abſolute, or be 
they Conditional, as long as he foreſces the performance of 
the Condition, it makes no difference in this caſe : many de- 
vices may be in mans heart, but the counſel of the Lord that ſhall 

and Prov. 19, 21. however men may alter ; and the dealings 


and 4:ſþenſations of Gods providence in ſeveral a&ts of mercy and 


' juſtice upon that ſcore, may be different towards them : yet 


this 1s without alteration or change in his tag. ge towards them, 
who remains ſtill the ſame , yeſterday and to day and for ever. 
The Socinians utter many bold and dangerous exprefſions in 
oppoſition to this plain truth , which is the unavoydable con- 
fequence of their denyal of his Omniſcience. Foraſmuch as 
there are many events which depend upon the ations of men, 
which arifing from the freedom of their Will, are therefore 


- purely contingent, and conſequently out of the reach of Gods 


knowledge ; this muſt according to them wnavoydably cauſe God 
to alter his councels, to take new meaſures, to change his affe- 
Ctions towards men, and alter his purpoſes concerning them : that 
1s, he who is a Reprobate to day, may be an Ele# perſon to mor- 
row, and he who at preſent is ele& , may afterwards be repro- 
bated; and thoſe may finally periſh, quos Dens, ſaluti deſtinavit, 
whom God once deſigned tor eternal happineſs. Socin, de Off. 
bomints Chriſttant, cap. 11, Now this one would think ſhould 
be an Argument of mnconſtancy, and conſequently not fit to be 
aſcribed to God. 

Crellius will tell you, there is no ſuch matter; this 1s only 
an ſtance of his freedome, it ſhews you only that there is 4 
variety in the aCts of Gods will, but no inconſtancy. For a man 
is then ſaid to be conſtant to his purpoſe, who perſiſts in it till 
ſome good reaſon obliges him to alter it ', and therefore 


C9 


1 Conftantis eft perſiſtere im animi propoſito, niſt quid intervenzrit, cujus ratio 
non immerito hateri poſſit, & quod m aliam ſententiam voluntatem jure fleFere 
queat. Crell. cap. 25. de Sanct. Dei, p. 265. 
what 


_ jr A . 46 _ 


what you would call wavering, he will fay is the reſult of wiſ 
dome*', God accommodating his decrees'to the nature of things) 
and the actions of men ; 1o that in ſhort, God zs ſubjeft to change, 
but not without good reaſon, he may alter his purpoſes as 
wiſe men uſually do, according to the different circumſtances of 
things, and as the exigence of his affairs ſhall require. 

But with the leave of this bold man, another would be apt 
to think, that tho men may without the imputation of Levity 
alter their counſels, yet this ariſes from the :mperfettion of theer 
natures, and particularly of their knowledge of future events, which 
tho 1t be no fault, yet it muſt be acknowledged a weakneſs, 
tho ſuch a one as they are no more accountable for, then they 
are, becauſe they cannot reſtore fight to a man born blind, 
or raiſe the dead. _ But it cannot * be aſcribed to God with- 
out a derogation to his infinite knowledge, and wnerring judge- 
ment, and 1s therefore an argument of weakneſs, notwith- 
ſtanding all that Gelhus urges very weakly to the contra- 
ry, 10:4. 

Therefore that we may return where we firſt began, to the 
Decrees of God concerning the future, and final ſtate of men ; 
this 1s certain, that they with relation to their ſeveral and re- 
ſpective objects, are fixed and unmoveable; for be they ante- 
cedent or ſubſequent to his foreſight of mens farth or fidelity, 
it matters not in this caſe: the Scriptures however aſſure us, 
and right reaſon would confirme the ſame, that' they are zm- 
mutable, more ſtable then the Foundations of the Earth, or the 
Poles of the World, which may and ſhall be ſhaken, and ſtag- 
ger out of their places like drunken men, but the Counſel of 
the Lord that ſhall ſtand, 

For let holyneſs and perſeverance be the cauſe or the ct- 
feft of Gods eleion, yet all ſober perſons agree in this, that 
whoever lives a holy life, and parſeveres in 1t, 2s undoubtedly 
choſen by God to eternal life, and whoſoever lives and dies 
in his fins and mmpenttence, 18 certainly defigned and ſhall be 


Bn rebus mutatis ita confilia wntat, ut ea illarum ration! attemferat, Cap. 
e Decretis Dei. p. 350. 
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doomed to everlaſting puniſhment : here the foundation of the 
Lord ſtandeth ſure, the Lord knoweth them that are his, and them 
that are not ſo. But Socmnus who denys the certainty of Gods 
knowledge of many future events, vx, thoſe which are con- 
tingent, ſuch as are the actions of men, as depending upon 
the uncertain becauſe free motions of their will ; muſt im pur- 
ſuance of this principle, deny the certainty of Gods Election ; 
becauſe he cannot forefee who will obey his commands and 
continue to do ſo, againſt all the temptations which they will 
meet with in the world to the contrary : and conſequently he 
mua'it ſay, what another would account Impiety to think, that 
Gol allmighty for want of knowing the determination of mens 
choice, matt likewiſe b- gnorant of the final event of their 
actions: and therefore he * who at preſent 1s the object of 
his Love, and deſigned by him for the joys of heaven, may 
in the concluſion tor ought he knows, merit his diſpleaſure, 
and be tumbled down to hell. . 

Now that men may make ſuch uncertam conjeftures concern- 
ng their final ſtate, and thereupon meet with a fatal and ter- 
rible diſappointment, may be a certain tho a ſad truth, and 
theretore no great wonder : But to think that it ſhould thus 
_— to the Alwiſe creator of men, 1s to have too mean and 
diſhonourable conceptions of him; and fuch the Socinzans 
have, doubting not to aver, that- God finds reaſon to alter 
not only his difpenfations towards men according to their 

" behavior, but his own intentions of kindneſs and diſpleaſure, 
choofing what at firlt he refuſed, and refuſing Fr enrnenty 
what once he thought worthy of his Approbation and choice, 
Socrn, prel. Th. cap. 7. 

A fifth Attribute in God, and which indeed cannot be {ſe- 

arated from him, without overthrowing all Religion, is his 
| wm and that not only as it fignifies, hzs fon; and ruh- 

, teouſnefs, but as it betokens his anger, mdrenation, his ſeverity 
and atſpleaſure againſt Sin and Sinners. - And this the Scripture 
ſpeaks very often of, P/. 5. the Pſalmiſt deſcribes God as one 
not only that hath no pleaſure in wicketneſs, v. 4. which ariſes 
from the holyneſs and rightcouſneſs of his nature, but as one 


Likewiſc 
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likewife that hates all the workers of miquity,v. 5. and 'particu- 
larly, who abhors the deceittul, and will deftroy the Lying 
man. The wicked and him that loveth violence his Soul abhors, Pt. 
11.5, Hence he ſtiles himſelf a jealous God, jealous of his 
authority and honour, and will revenge the contempt of it : 
he 1s flow to anger, but yet will not acquit the wicked, for- 
aſmuch as he is jealous, and furious, who well take vengeance 
on his adverſaries, and reſerves wrath for his enemies, Nahum, 2, 3. 
and when God proclaims his name, the name by which he 
defires to be known, it is the God merciful and gracious, &C. 
but yet one that will by no means clear the guilty, Exod. 34. 6. 
' Numb. 14. 18. he 7s Deus ultionum, the God to whom vengeance 
belongeth, Pl. 94. 1. the God of recompences, Jer. 51. 56. and i ſbort, 
@ conſuming fire, Heb. 1 2. 29. : | 
All which expreflions ſeeme plainly to denote, that Juſtice 
Mm God is a ncceſfary and an eſſential attribute, and which 
you can'no more ſeparate from him then you can his nature: 
I mean +that Juſtice which betokens his ſever:ty and maignation 
apainſt finners, and moves and enclines him to puniſh them, 
tho the puniſhment it ſelf may im ſome ſenſe be faid to be 
arbitrary, and ſubject to the freedome of Gods will; as are 
alſo the Emanations of his goodneſs, and the effects of his power : 
but yet all this doth not hinder but that power and goodneſs 
may be efſential Attributes of God, and are acknowledged {o to 
be by the Secmmians themſelves : and the like we affirme of 
Zuſtace, to the terrible effets of which, the Sins of men ren- 
der them neccflarily obnoxious : all Guilt which 1s the inev1- 
table conſequence of Sin, being in its own nature an obliga- 
tioa to puniſament. * | 
Bur Socinus, will furniſh you with new notions Concerning 
God in this matter, and quite different then what either Jews 
or Chriſtians have conceived of him. . For he will tell you, 
that Juſtice and Mercy in God, not only as to therr external 
effefts as they are diſcovered in rewards and puniſhments, but 
likewiſe in themſelves are not attributes eſſentially belong 
to God, but are things purely arbitrary and indifferent : an 
particularly that juſtice as 1t beipeaks a hatred of fin and mn- 
| D 3 dignation, 
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dignation againſt the workers of iniquity, is not a permanent 
property, or as he loves to ſpeak @ quality reſiding in God, 
which belongs to him per ſe, but ex accidente, that 1s, 1t is a 
matter purely contingent, and the effect only of his free and 
mutable will *, 

Now this as it 1s laid down by the Soczmans. I take to be 
not only a falſe but a dangerous pofition; foraſmuch as it 
furniſhes us with ſuch a notion of God as 1s dz/bonorable of him, 
and will naturally lead us to a contempt of him. But before 
I come to prove this, (foraſmuch as 1 take it to be a matter 
of great importance in 1t ſelf, and eſpecially is ſo in our di{- 
putes with the Socenzans, who have introduced this notion of 
God without Juſtice, in order to. deſtroy the true reaſon of 
Chriſts death and ſufferings, which was to give ſatrsfattion to 
the Fuſtice of God for the fins of mankind,) 1 muſt crave leave 
to lay down certain poſitions, which tho I might take for 
granted, and call poſtulata, as being commonly known and re- 
ceived Truths : yet I ſhall as I go along endeayour to prove 
them 1o. h 

The firſt thing therefore which I ſhall lay down, 1s, that if 
there be a Providence, it muſt be chiefly and principally em- 
ployed in the care and government of human affairs : for there 
can be no imaginable reaſon afligned, nay it would be con- 
trary to all reaſon to ſuppoſe, that God ſhould take care of 
Beaſts and Inanimate Creatures, and negle& one of the nobleſt 
parts of the Creation, I mean man, for whoſe ſake chiefly, 
next to his own Glory, he created the viſible world, and to 
whom as to his vzcegerant he hath given the Dominion over 
the works of his hand, having put all things under his feet. 


— 


1 Fuſtitia ea, que ſeveritas vel windifta, wel ira, vel indignatio, wel ſimili alio 
nomine nnncupatur, non eſt qualitas ſeu mavis proprietas, nec vere reſidet in Deo, 
fed tantummodo Keftus eff voluntatis ejus. Socin. dilp. de Chriſto Servatore, p. 123. 
Nullam equſmodi in Deo proprietatem, h. e. qualitatem m ipſo perpetuo reſidentem, 
e//e « vj ny; gps Deum ad peccata punienda fimpliciter moveat. Sed id quod in ipſo 
exiſtens eum ad peccata punienda ſimpliciter movet, iram & ſeveritatem, miſericordie 
oppoſitam, efſe ſkatuimus; que non proprietas eſt in Deo perpetuo reſidens, ſed weluti 
affettus quidam ipfius, & liberg voluntatis effeftus. Crell. Reſp. ad Grot. de Sa- 
t15t, Chritti. Cap. 1. 
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2ly, There can be no providence nor care of human affairs 
without giving men Laws for the goverment of their actions : 
for as his providence towards other creatures is ſeen, in giv- 
ing them certain laws of motion and reſt ſuitable to their: re- 
ſpective natures, and in guiding and governing them fo, as 
may molt tend to his own glory, and the welfare and beauty 
of the univerſe : ſo his government and care of men confilts in 
giving them certain laws as Rules of their ations and man- 
_ ners; 1t being much more requiſite upon many accounts that 
they ſhould a& by a certain dire&tion; foraſmuch as the con- 
fuſion and miſchief that muſt be the conſequence of their diſ- 
orderly living muſt be far greater, and more repugnant to the 
nature and righteouſneſs of God, then if other creatures ſhould 
{werve from the Laws of their creation; which yet they in- 
violably obſerve, except when God thinks fit to mterpoſe, for 
the ends of his own Glory, and the good of men. 

zaly, That Laws are ſo a * Rule of Moral attions, as to = 
us under an ob/zgation of yielding obedience to them, and in 
this they differ | 29 2 pood counſel and advice, which tho it tend 
to our advantage, and the promoting of our trucft and beſt 
intereſt, yet it puts us under no necellary —_— of com- 
plying with it; every man being left to his hiberty to take 
or refuſe it at his pleaſure. 

4thly, That the violation of a Law naturally and necefla- 
rily upon that very ſcore makes a man lyable to p—_ 
which is but the ſame thing tho' in other words with the 
foregoing propoſition : for therefore are we oblged to yield 
obedience to Laws, becauſe if we refuſe to do fo, we are 
- thereby obnoxtous to puniſhment. This is that which in the ct- 

vil Law is called, Jus ſeu obligatio delitte, quo quis av malefict- 
um ad penam tenetur. The preſcribing of a Law is the act of 


_—_—_— 


1 Lex eft regula attuum moralium, obligans ad id quod rettum eft, Gr. de Jur. B. 
& P. Lib.1. Cap. 1. Sect. 9. 2 Ob/igationem requirimus, nam conſilia & fi qua 
alia ſunt om honeſta quidem ſed non obligantia, Lezis aut Furis nOMIne 10 
veniunt, Thid. Ubi confilium datur, offerentis arbitrium eft ; ubt preceprum, _ 
fitas ſerytntis, Hieron. Lib. 2. contra Jovin. Decretum neceſſitatem facit, exhor- 


tetio liberam voluntatem excitat. Gratian. Diſt. +. ad fine. St 
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a Superior, whereby he obliges his Subject ro regulate his 
actions according to that preſcription ; which if he retules 
to do he may- be called to an account as one that deſerves 
to be puniſhed for his diſobedience ', This is one of the 
prime dictates of nature?, as well as the Language of Scrip- 
ture, that he who doth wrong, not only as that ſignifies in- 
jury but any evil in general, ſhonld recerve for that evil that he 
ath done Coll, 3.25. 

Laſtly, That there is a neceſſary relation betwcen punith- 
ment and juſtice, whoſe office among other things is to diltri- 
bute rewards and puniſhments. I do not ſay that Juſtice 1s 
allways obliged to exatt the puniſhment, which the Delinquent 1s 
allwaics and neceſlarily ob/zged to ſuffer, I mean 1s necetlarily 
obnoxious to ; but wherever there is puniſhment if juſt, yt mult 
Bow from that Habit or Attribute which we call Fuſtice; and 
that not only as it beſpeaks Ryz2hteouſneſs and Equity ; but like- 
wiſc as it ſignifies that ſeverity and maignation which every 
lawgiver 1s ſuppoſed to conceive againſt him that __ 
ſeth his Laws, who thereby violates his Authority and offends 
againſt the publick good. 

It hath bin doubted indeed whether in humane puniſhments, 
the Civil Magiſtrate may aime at the vindicating of his own 
Authority, conſider'd abſtratedly from the publick good. And 
here that famous paſſage of Seneca 3, is ao aconk upon this 
occalion, which he tranſlated out of Plato de Leg. no wife man 

unihes a fault becauſe it hath bin committed, but leaflt ths 
like ſhould be committed again : for what is paſt cannot be 
recalled, but wiſe and —_ men in puniſhment aime at pre- 
venting miſchief for the future. 

Bat tho this may be true with reſpe&t to men, yet 1t 1s 

not ſo with regard to Allmighty God. to whom as Grotius in 


a 


1 Preceptum ibi eft, ubi eſt pena peccati, Ambr. Lib. de Viduis. Pracepto qui/- 
que non obtemperat, reus eſt & debitor pene, Auguſt. Lib. de Sancta Virgin. 2 1zter 
ea que naturd ipſa diftat licita eſſe, eſt > 4 hoc, ut qui male fecit malum ferat : quod Anti- 
omen & Rhadamantheum Fus wocant Philoſophi. Grot. de Jure B. & P. Lib. 2. 

P- 20. Sect- 1, 43 Nemo prudens punit quia peccatum eſt, ſed ne peccetur : revoca- 
11 enim preterita non poſſunt, futura probibentur, Lib. 1, de Clem. Cap. 6. h 
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the forementioned Book and Chapter $8. 4. hath very true- 
ly and judiciouſly obſerved, thoſe ſayings of Plato and Seneca 
would be very ll applyed; foraſmuch as God in puniſhing 
the fins of men, may very righteouſly, ard oftentimes 
doth aime at nothing but the alleting of his own honour, 
and vindicating the authority of his Laws, and in ſhort, the 
revenging the contempt and violation of them : as is evident in cer- 
tain inviſible pun;ſbhments inflicted upon ſome ſinners in this 
life, ſuch as are obduration and giving them up to a Reprobate 
ſenſe; and will be much more evident in thoſe everlaſting pu- 


nuſhments (for ſo we will make bold to call them whatever 


_ the JSoczn. may fay to the contrary) in the life to come, where 
God can aime at nothing but the ſat:sfattion of his Fuſtice, and 
thereby the manifeſtation of his own Glory *. 

But whatever the reaſons may be of inflicting puniſhment 
either by God or man, yet Juſtice is the hand that inflits it : 
which 1s called 4;ſtributrve or vinaiftive, and is therefore de- 
fined by an = antient writer from one of its nobleſt offices 
to be mpuweias amwmos, an exacting of puniſhment : And by 
Plutarch to the ſame purpoſe, to be rwy amArmputrwy rs Weis vo- 
jus mpuopes, uitrix in eos qui adverſus legem divinam atlmquunt. 

Now theſe things being thus premiſed, 1 proceed to make 
god my charge againſt the Socrn. in calling that not only a 
falſe but a dangerous Opinion of theirs, which makes Juſtice to 
be no neceſſary or eſſential Attribute 1n God, but a matter pure- 
ly Arbitrary and Contingent, as being the effec only of his tree 
w1ll. 

iſt, Then this Opinion I fay is falle and impions, becauſc 
it furniſhes us with ſach an Idza of God as 1s d:ſhonourable 
of him and will naturally lead us to a contempt of hun; be- 
cauſe it teaches us ſo to conceive of God, as of one that is not 


ts, 


I Certs penas quorundamn valde perditorum a Deo non 0b alind ( fell. extra / 
exigi, ſacra werba teſtantur, cum dicunt eum voluptatem capere ex ipſorum ma « 
fubſannari atque irrideri impios a Deo. Tum vero & extremum judicrum poſt quo 
#ulla expeftatur emendatio, immo & in hac vita pene quedam in conſpicug ut Obdu- 
ratio, verum eſſe quod contra Platoner dicimus evincunt. Ibid. 2 Apud Grot. Ibid. 
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neceſſarily concerned in the Aftions of men and the affairs 
of the World : that is, it gives us a notion of a God without 
a providence ; tor if there be a providence, it muſt chiefly and 
principally be imployed (as was ſaid in our firft Prop) in the 
care and government of Fluman Affairs; there can be no go- 
vernment without Laws, no Laws without the ſan@tions of 
Puniſhment, either expreſicd or neceſſarily implyed in all ſuch 
Laws; no puniſhment without Juſtice to inflict 3t ; and con- 
ſequently (that we may bring both ends of our Sorztes toge- 
ther) where there is no juſtice, there is no providence ; and 
where the one 15 not necellary, the other 1s not ſo too. There- 
fore tho the Som. do acknowledge Gods providence and that 
he doth actually govern. the World, yet this doth not take 
off the charge of Bllhood and impiety from this poſition of 
theirs; becauſe thereby they make his providence to be a con- 
tingent and perfectly an arbitrary matter ; you may notwith- 
ſtanding all this have a true notion of God and do him no 
wrong, if you conceive of him as one that may be uncon- 
cerned in the aCtions of men, who after he hath ſent them 
into the world, may ſuffer them to live as they pleaſe, every 
man doing that which is right in his own eies: which yet 1s 
great Impiety ſo much as to imagin ; foraſmuch as 1t_1s re- 
- Pugnant to the infinite perfe&tions of Allmighty God, helps 
to debaſe him in our thoughts, to weaken that reverence and 
_ eſteem which ariſes in our minds when we conceive of him; 
and thereby leads us naturally and inevitably from a diſeſteem 
to a denyal of him. | 

 Sothat what at firſt I called a dangerous I am now afraid 
in the concluſion will prove to be an Atherſtical aſſertion: up- 
on which account Epicurus among the Ancients was generally 
accounted .an Athciſt; 1 Poſidontus the Stoick thought him 1o, 
and that 1t was only the Envy and Infamy which attended 
ſuch perſons, which obliged him not profeſs himſelf one : But 
what zn words he affirmed, he did in, deede effetually overthrow : 
For by denying Gods providence, * Re ſuſtulit,Oratione reliquit deos. 


Mo 


x Cicer. de Natura Dev. Lib. 1. Cap. 123. 2 Ibid. 


In 


Againſt Socimanifm. \,, 


In which charge againſt Fpicurus, Cotta the Academick hath had 
the conſent of all wiſe men among . the Heathens, as well as 
the ſuffrage of Chriſtzans: whoſe way of arguing would be of 
no force, had they not bin of Opinion, that if there be a God 
who made the World, there mult neceſſarily be a Providence; 
and if a Providence, 1 am ſure there muſt be that Attribute 
in God which we call Juſtice, without which that other can 
never be exercifed, But you will ſay that God may give men 


þ. 


a ſufficient vindication of his providence, tho x afligns no puniſh- 
ment. to the breach of them. That is, tho" we cannot con- 
ceive a God without a providence, yet we may concetve @ pro- 
vidence without Fuſtice. Indeed Socinus hath told us fo, for ſpeak- 
ing of the command of God to Adam in Paradiſe, Requir- 
ing him not to cat of the forbidden fruit, and the threatning 
annexed, [n the day thou eateſ} thou ſhalt dye the death, Gen. 3. 
which threatning Covet, his adverſary told 4 | 

that Faſtice in God which we have hitherto bin ſpeaking of; 
he Anſwers, that this __ was not any thing in God inhermg 
m him, and therefore nothing could flow from it, as being only an 
accidental effeft of his free will : " Cum & me oftenſum fuerat, euſ- 
mod juſtitiam in Deo non vers reſidere, nec proprit Det qualitatem 
ace poſſe, ſed tantummodo effettum voluntatis ejus; nihil ex ea fluere 
poturt : as much as if he had ſaid, non entzs mulle ſunt operatio- 
nes, what is not, can have no influence to produce any thing. 
And for a confirmation of this he adds, * that God might have 
given Adam (and what God might have done to Adam, he 
might undoubtedly have done to all the Sons and poſterity 
of Adam) this law, and not have annexed Death as the puniſhs 


Laws for the dry of their Actions, and that will be 


- ment of the breach of it, nay if he had ſo pleaſed he might. 


have affigned no puniſhment at all. 
But this is delivered by Socinus with the ſame Confidence as 


moms —_— 


1 Socin. Difp. de Chriſto Serv. pars prima p. 123. 2 Quod verum eſſe deprehen- 
detur, fi conſideremus, potuifſe Deum praceptum illud komini tradere, neque ta- 
ws penam Mortis, fi illud non ſervaſſtt addere: Immo ne penam quidem ullam. 
ibid. 
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are many of his other abſurd Errors, in which he ſtands fin- 
ole by himſelf, againſt the conſtant and uniform ſuffrage of 
Divines Ancient and Moderne, Fathers and. Schoolmen, Phi- 
loſophers and Lawyers, and thoſe both Canoniſts and Civi- 
lians : among whom it paſſes for an uncontrouled maxim, .That, 
that 1s very vainly is impertinently commanded which may be 
ſecurely negletted. Fruſtra eſt aliquid precipere, quod 1mpunt poteſt 
negligt: and this bold poſition he lays down, and gives us not 
the lcaſt reaſon tor it, but his own afthrmation. But tho he 
gives us no reaſon for his aflertion, I am ſure there 1s very 
great as well as very apparent reaſon againſt it; foraſmuch 
as ſuch Laws as theſe will neither ſecure the honour of God, 
nor ſerye the ends of his providence ; being but in the nature 
of good advice, which as we ſaid before, every man 1s at li- 
berty to take, or refuſe at his pleaſure. 

So that while he makes the Law precarious, at the fame 
time and for the ſame reaſon he makes the Obedience of men 
ſo too: in which caſe God mnſt be beholding not to his own 
Authority, but to the good nature of his Creatures, that they 
yeild any obedience to his commands. Perhaps you wall ſay 
there may be other oblgations, belides thoſe of puniſhment 
which men may be under to practiſe their duty : fch as are 
thoſe of Honour and Gratitude, and the ſtrong tye of Reaſon, 
which will bind a man to comply with his Duty, if there were 
no other motive to it, but this, that to do otherwiſe will be 
to act unſuitably to the dignity of his nature. 

All this may be fine in ſpeculation, but will fignifie little 
when reduced to practiſe : the generality of men being go-. 
verned by ſenſe, the motions of which are too headſtrong and 
furwus to be curbed by the, bare commands of reafon, when 
they are not enforced with the fear of puniſhment: the voice 
of which will be as feeble as that of old Z{ to his rebelli- 
ous ſons, far tov weak to maſter their violence: and 
therefore that Frantich woman that ſome have talked of, who 
brought fire in one hand to burn up Paradiſe, and water 
in the other to quench the flames of Hell, if ſhe had ſuc- 


ceeded in her deſign, inftead of promoting would have ex- 
| tinguiſhed 


eAgamſt Socinianiſm. 


tinguiſhed all vertue, and ſoon © have rooted it out of the 
world. | 
In ſhort, to ſumme up what hath been ſaid upon this ſub- 


ject : 1t there be no Fuſtice naturally in God, there might have. 


bin no Providence, and it no providence, then men might have 
bin left to the conduct of their own giddy and unruly paſſwns, 
which would ſoon break through. the reſtraints of reaſon ; 


and when men were thus lett to the government of Luſt and 


Senſe, the unavoidable conſequence of this mult have bin, that 
the world would have bin filled with Blood and Murders, with 
Impurity and Uncleanneſs, with Theft and Rapine, with Injuſtice 
and Oppreſſion, and the gentle race of men would ſoon have 
become worle then the worlt of wild Beaſts, preying upon 
and yams avs; one another. And to ſuppoſe that God could 
be wnconcerned at all this, as 1f there be no Juſtice in him which 
enclines him to puniſh ſuch wickedneſs, he: might be; is to 
have ſuch a notion of God as 1t is reported Lewrs the 11th 
of France had of his Leaden God which he carried about him, 
and when he had cauſed any man to be Murder, or done 
the like miſchief, he would take it into his hands, and kiſs it, and 
beg pardon, and then all was well again, and he himſelt be- 
came immediatly ſafe if not innocent. In fhort at thisrate, 
we ſhould not diſhonour God if we ſo conceived of him, as 
of one who did not neceſſarily at according to the eternal 
and unalterable Rules of Wiſaome, Goodneſs, and Righteouſneſs, that 
he might be a God not of Order but Contufion, which 1s 
not only an Improus, but a Blaſphemous aſſertion. ; 
2ly, My ſecond reaſon why 1 account this Poſition of S$0- 
cinus about Gods juſtice to be falſe and dangerous, 1s becauſe 
it takes. away the diſtinftion between Laws Poſtrve and Na- 
tural ; which diſtin&tion hath hitherto bin looked upon, not 
only to be true but ſacred; foraſmuch as the contrary would 
open a Gap to all manner of impiety and wickednels. Now 
poſitive Laws are accounted ſuch as owe their original only 
to Gods free will and pleaſure; and therefore as they cannot 


be known, ſo they cannot oblige any but thoſe to whom he 


hath made ſach a declaration, and diſcovery of his plea- 
| | E-3 {ure. 
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ſure. » Natural Laws are thoſe which are diſcovered by the light 
of nature, as being the neceſſary reſult of our Conſtetutton, and that 
relation which we bear to God as rational Creatures : many of 
which tho revealed in Scripture, yet in themſelues they are obligatory, 
antecedent to any ſuch revelation. 

Now theſe” Laws do neceſſarily ſuppoſe Juſtice in God, 
without which they would be inſignificant : tor tho natural 
Laws owe their Original to the holyneſs of God, as being but 
a tranſcript of thoſe eſſential Rules of righteouſnels which make 
up his nature; yet all their force and obligatign, (without which 
. they are not properly Laws) reſults from his Fuſtice ; that 1s, 
from the tear of puniſhment, which the Law threatens, and Fu- 
ſtice inflits, without which they would be perfectly infigni- 
ficant. From which by a juſt and neceſſary conſequence it 
unavoidably follows, that if there be natural Laws, there muſt 
be Juſtice naturally in God: ſo on the other hand, it there 
be no Juſtice, there can be no Laws of nature, foraſmuch as 
without the former, they can have neither Force nor Obligatr- 
on, nor condequently have the formal reaſon of Laws, 

zaly And Laſtly, This Opinion of Seczn, 1s both falſe and 
Impious, becauſe it tends to overthrow all natural Religion, 
by ſupplanting that which is the chief if not the only ſup- 
port of it in the world, and that is the fear of God. For 
take away his Juſtice as this SoJnian hypotheſis doth, and then 
you. have left nothing in him which a man governed by the 
light of nature nced to fear : not his unity, nor his eternity, 
nor immenſity, not his holyneſs, nor his goodneſs to be ſure ; 
nor Laſtly his power which in conjunction with the former, 
as 1t neceſſarily 1s in God, is as harmleſs and innocent as either 


> 
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T us naturale eft diffatum ret rationis, indicans, alicui afui, ex ejus conveni- 
entia aut diſconvenientia cum ipſa natura rationali, ineſſe moralem turpitudinem 
aut neceſſitatem moralem, ac conſequenter 4 Nature Autore, talem aftum aut vet avi 
aut precipi, Attus de quibus 8 4 extat diftatum, debiti ſunt aut illicit; per {+ 
atque ideo a Deo nets five precepti aut wetiti intelliguntur, qud nota diſtat Foc 
jus non tantum ab humano jure, [ed & 4 Divino voluntario, quod non ea precipit, 
aut wvetat, que per ſe. as ſiidpte naturd aut debita ſunt, aut illicita; ſed vetando, 
allicita, precipiendo debita facit, Grot. de Ju. B. & P. Lib. 1. Cap. 1: Set. 10, | 
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of the former Attributes, when it is not mooved nor excited 
' by a juſt diſpleaſure and indignation. : 

Imagin- therefore a Socinarn were to diſcourſe a Pagan, 1 
would feign know how upon this principle, he could convince 
him that 1t were his Duty to worſhip God, and to live a 
vertuous lite : he might tell him indeed, and tell him with great 
Truth, that the Dzwme nature and perfeftions are in themlelyes 
a juſt ground of Efteem and Adoration: That vertue hath ma- 
ny and thoſe powerful tho inviſible charms, as being - both 
agrecable to our Reaſon, and at the ſame time ſerves to promote 
our wellfare and happyneſs in this world ; yet all this would 
lay him under no ob/zgation to do that, which otherwiſe would 
be h12hly reaſonable and fitting to be done : ſuppoſe it be ho- 
neſt, tappolſe it rational, ſuppoſe it his Intereſt, yet he is left to 
his /berty, and may, and no doubt will do what he pleaſes 
for all that: he may a& indeed like a fool and a Bruit, yet 
he is guilty of no fin in the mean time; for where there 1s 
no Juſtice, there can ' be no fear of pun;ſhment, where there 1s 
no puniſhment, there is no obligation, nor conſequently Law ; 
and where there is no Law, there can 'be no tranſgreſſton. 
So that tho his reaſon may upbraid him with the folly, his 
Conſcience in this caſe would never check him for the guilt of 
bis vices ; which if the Laws of his Country did not take ſome 
care to prevent, he might ſecurcly practiſe without any fear 
of Gods diſpleaſure. In ſhort, notwithſtanding all the fine dif- 
courſes about the beauty and aimablencls of religion and ver- 
tue; the inclinations of ſenſe, would foon beare down the 
dictates of Reaſon, and the /lighteſt temprations would prove 
too ſtrong for theſe aery ſpeculations ; an] as to the generality, 
the concluſion which they would draw from this principle, 
would be, Let us eat and drink for to morrow we aye, and after 
death comes no reckoning or account. Come on let us enjoy 
the good things that are preſent, and let us py uſe the Creatures 
lhe as mm youth : Let us fill our ſelves with coſtly oantments, _ 
let no flower of the ſpring paſs by us : Let us. crown our ſelves "_ 
Roſe buds before they are witherea,, Let none of us go without h1s 


part of our voluptuouſneſs : Let us leave tokens of our jorfulneſe ”- 
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every place ; for this ts our - portion, and our Lot ts this. Wild, 2; 
V.6,7, 8. 

But tho this notion overturns all natural Religion, yet it 1s 
it {ſelf effeQtually overthrown by the dictates ' of natural Con- 
ſcience, which are an unan{werable proof both of the exiſtence 
and the juſtice of God: for we muſt know that Conſcience is 
ſomething more then bare Reaſon: for Reaſon may azreR, but 
Conſcience will preſcribe ; Reaſon gives us a Rule for the go- 
vernment of our actions, Conſcience paſſes that Rule into a 
Law, gives it its force and obligation. The ' preſeribing of a 
Law 1s the aft of a ſuperior, and no man 1s properly ſuperior to 
himſelf, and conſequently no man can by his own att, peremptorly 
oblige himſelf, except that att be enforced by ſome other and higher 
obligation. 

And therefore Conſcience 15 not bare Reaſon, but reaſon as 
it 1s Gods wicegerent, cloathed with his Authority, armed with 
his Juſtice : and therefore in a more /mperzous way it commands 
our obedience, not only perſwading us to peg but threaten- 


ing for the neglect of it: 1t puts on a Mapeſtick "6 tells us 


this muſt be done, or refuſe 1t at your peril : indeed it exe- 
cures the office, and ſuſteins the perſon of a Legi/lator, a Wit- 
neſs, and a Fuage : firſt preſcribes a Law, then accuſes for our 
diſobedience, and laſtly ſolemauly arrazgns the Sinner for his 
guilt, and then paſles ſentence upon him. So that theſe acti- 
ons of Conſcience. and the Tribunal that God hath erected 
there, are one of the cleareſt and moſt wncontroled proots of a 
future Judgment, of which the former are a 9 þ of Antic- 
ation. 
a And indeed if we look back to former times, and conſult 
the Hiſtory of Ages and Countries, the moſt ignorant and 
barbarous, we ſhall find, that as the light of nature hath di- 
rected them to the belzef and acknowledgment of a God ; 1o 


——_— 


1 Facultas injungends aliquid per modum Legis aut precepti infert ſuperioritatem, 
quemadmodum obligatio parendi arguit nos inferiores eſſe eo, qui pracipere nobis po- 
teſt; ſaltem qua Imperium equs ſe extendit : Ob eam cauſam ſuis decretis immediate 
, wemo poteſt obligari irrevocabiliter, Puſſendorf. Elem. Jur. Lib, 1. cap. 13, Se&t. 4. 


* Once 
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they have thought of him, hath -bin the 4pprehenſion of his 
Fuſtice: of which among; other things, the oc hn tho "'Y 
of them [mpious and Ridrculous rites, which: they made uſe of 
to appeaſe the anger of their mncenſed Dettes, are an irrefra- 
gable Argument. - And this. apprehenſion of divine Juſtice, 
was, as one of the principal cauſes, ſo one of the chicfeſt, if 
not the only ſupport of natural Religion in the world. 
Now to apply thus to our preſent purpoſe, ;and to bring the 
poſts of our argument a little cloſer together : If men by the 
' light of nature could diſcover this Attribute of Juſtice in God, 
it muſt unavoidably follow, that juſtice in him his natural; 
for the light of nature can diſcover nothing in God but what 
is ſo : whatever is the effect of Gods meere pleaſure, and the re- 
lult of. his free will, can never be known but by Revelatzon ; 
| and it is impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe diſcovered, except 
we ſhould ſuppoſe men to be Omniſcient, and that they may 
know. more of God then they can of one another : For what 
man knoweth the things of a man, ſave the ſpirit of man that 1s 
within hin? x Cor. 2. 11. ſo much leſs can any man d:ſrerne the 
things 'of God but the ſpirit of God. He indeed ſearches the deep 
things of God, ſuch as are the reſults of his free pleaſure, and 
the counſel of his will ; which lay hidden in the breaſt of God, 
and muſt forever have done ſo, had not he who lay in the 
boſome of his Father, revealed them unto us : and therefore if 
juſtice were as the Socemans tell us, the effe&t only of Gods 
free will, 'it maſt have lain undiſcovered to the Gentile world, 
to whom God vouchſafed no revelation of his will; whuch yet 
is contrary to the account which the Hiſtories of all times 
and ages have given us of this matter : from whence 1t 1s ey1- 
dent that the belief of Gods Juſtice among men, 1s' Geval with. 


that of his being, written in the ſame Capatters, and Engraven | 


by the ſam? Hand; that im ed the notion of a God i the 

led - men pot if 10, ng the ſame hand that defaces the 

- notion; of -Gods Juſtice, muſt at the ſame-time and for theſame 

reaſon Eraſe the belief of his exiſtence out of the Souls of men: 

and I doubt not if the Socinians had lived in thoſe days, by this 
| F 


Hypotheſis 
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every place ; for this 1s our portion, and our Lot 1s this, Will, 2; 
V. 6,7, 8. 

But tho this notion overturns all natural Religion, yet it is 
it {{lf effectually overthrown by the dictates of natural Con- 
ſcience, which are an unan{werable proof both of zhe ex:ſtence 
and the juſtice of God: for we mult know that Conſcience is 
ſomething more then bare Reaſon: for Reaſon may dzref, but 
Conſcience wall preſcribe ; Reaſon gives us a Rule for the go- 
vernment of our actions, Conicience paſſes that Rule into a 
Law, gives it its force and obligation. The ' preſcribing of a 
Law 1s the aft of a ſuperior, and no man 32s properly ſuperior to 
himſelf, and conſequently no man can by his own att, peremptorily 
oblige himſelf, except that att be enforced by ſome other and higher 
obligation. | 

And theretore Conſcience 1s not bare Reaſon, but reaſon as 
It is Gods wvicegerent, cloathed with his Authority, armed with 
his Juſtice : and therefore in a more /mper:ous way it commands 
our obedience, not only perſwading us to our duty, but threaten- 
ing for the neglect of it: 1t puts on a Majeſtic Ayre, tells us 
this muſt be done, or refuſe 1t at your perll : does 1t exe- 
cures the office, and ſuſtcins the perſon of a Legi/lator, a Wit- 
neſs, and a Fudge : firſt preſcribes a Law, then accuſes for our 
dilobedience, and laſtly ſolemaly arrazgns the Sinner for his 
guilt, and then paſles ſentence upon him. So that theſe aCcti- 
ons of Conſcience and the Tribunal that God hath erected 
there, are one of the cleareſt and moſt wncontroled proots of a 
furure Judgment, of which the former are a bin of Antiut- 
ation.” | 

And indeed 1f we look back to former times, and conſult 
the Hiltory of Ages and Countries, the moſt ignorant and 
barbarous, we ſhall find, that as the light of nature hath di- 
rected them to the belzef and acknowledement of a God ; 10 
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1 Facultas injungendi aliquid per modum Legis aut precepti mfert ſuperioritaten, 
quemadmodum ob!igatio parendi argait nos inferiores efſe eo, qui pracipere nobis po- 
teſt; faltem qua Imperium equs [6 extendit ; Oh eam cauſam ſuis decretts immediate 
xemo poteſt oblicart irrevocabiliter, Puſſendort. Elem. Jur. Lib, 1, cap. 13, Sect. 4. 
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one of the earlieſt notions that aroſe in their minds when 
they have thought of him, hath bin the Apprehenſon of his 
Fuſtice : of which among other things, the numereus, tho many 
of them mpious and Rzdiculous rites, which they made uſe of 
to appeaſe the anger of their ncenſed Dezttes, are an irrefra- 
gable Argument. And this apprehenſion of divine Juſtice, 
was, as' one of the principal cauſes, ſo one of the chiefeſt, if 
not. the only {upport of natural Religion in the world. 
Now to apply this to our preſent purpoſe, and to bring the 
parts of our argument a little cloſer together : If men by the 
light of nature could diſcover this Attribute of Juſtice in G 


it muſt unavoidably follow, that juſtice in him his natural;\, 


for the light of nature can diſcover nothing in God but what 
is 10 : whatever is the effect of Gods meere pleaſure, and the re- 
{ult of his free will, can never be known but by Revelation ; 
and 1t 1s 1mpoflible it ſhould be otherwiſe diſcovered, except 
we ſhould ſuppoſe men to be Omniſcient, and that they may 
know. more of God then they can of one another : For what 
man knoweth the things of a man, ſave the ſpirit of man that 1s 
within him ? 1 Cor. 2, 11. ſo much leſs can any man diſcerne the 
things of God but the ſpirit of God. He indeed ſearches the deep 
things of God, ſuch as are the reſults of his free pleaſure, and 
the counſel of his will ; which lay hidden in the breaſt of God, 
and muſt forever have done ſo, had not he who lay in the 
boſome of his Father, revealed them unto us : and therefore if 
juſtice were as the Socenians tell us, the effe only of Gods 
free will, it muſt have lain undiſcovered to the Gentile world, 
to whom God vouchſafed no revelation of his will; which yet 
is contrary to the account which the Hiſtories of all times 
and ages have given us of this matter : from whence 1t 1s eyl- 
dent that the belief of Gods Juſtice among men, 1s Coeval with. 
that of his being, written in the ſame Caratters, and Engraven 
by the ſam? Hand, that implanted the notion of a God in the 
minds of men ; and if ſo, then the ſame hand that defaces the 
notion: of Gods Juſtice, muſt at the ſame tune and for theſame 
reaſon Eraſe the belief of his-exiſtence out of the Souls of men: 
and I doubt not if the Socmnians had lived in thoſe days, by this 
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Hypotheſis of theirs, they would have been extreamly ſeryice- 
able to: Theodorus, Diagoras, Democritus and Epicurus, mn the de- 
fign they were engaged in, of rooting the belict of a God and 
Religion out of the 'world ; for they might have told men 
not only with great plauſibility but trath, (if this opinion were 
true) that all thoſe accuſations of Conſcience, and anxities of Mind, 
which were occaſioned by the beliet and: dread of divine Jn- 
tice, were the effe@ only of fancy and aelufion, and did owe 
their Original not to a divine mpreſs, but to the Craft and 
Contrivance of Prieſts and Polititians; who inſtilled into the 
minds of weak and unwary men, the- vain fears of inviſible 
powers ; repreſenting them armed with Thunder and with the 
Sword of Juſtice in their hands, whereas really there was no 
ſuch thing; But all this they did to keep the world in awe, 
and thereby to compaſs the defigns of their tereſt and am- 
button. 

What further deſign Socams himfelf might have, or whether 
he had any other deſign by advancing this Opinion, then the 
overturning that great Article of our faith concerning the 
ſatisfa&tion of Chriſt; I ſhall not poſitively determine. Only 
this I cannot but acquaint the Reader with, which hath bin 
long fince obſerved likewiſe by others, that Socznus and his 
followers in all their books and diſputations, have made it 
their buſineſs chiefly to cavil and make exceptions to their 
adyerſarics, not careing what became of Religion, ſo that they 
might with any colour avoid the Arguments with which they 
were preſſed, as is im ſome meaſure made evident by ſeveral 
pallages which we have quoted out of their writings in the 
toregoins diſcourſe. And I have this further to add, that as 
Socmus : by denying the drwmity. and fatisfattion of Chriſt, hath 
plainly overturned the foundation upon which the Chrittian 
Church and Religion have bin built: ſo by this aflertion about 
Gods juſtice, and by ſeveral others diſperſed and fliely infi- 
nuated through his writings, he hath given a ſhrewd blow to 
all Religion whatlſoeyer, whether natural, or revealed ;' ſo that 
an unwary Reader, by peruting his writings, may find himſelf 
an Atheiſt before he well percerves how he comes to. be fo : 

| as 


as he faith in another caſe, viz, his Opinion aginſt Hell Tor- 


ments, that he had ſo contrived the matter, ut lefor prius ſen-. 


erat doctrinam 1ſtam_ ſivt jam perſuaſam eſſe, quam ſuadert animad- 
vertat ', ' - 
__ And now I ſhould come to a concluficn of this diſcourſe a- 
bout Gods Juſtice, (which 1 have ſpun out to a greater length 
then 1 at firſt intended) But that I foreſee an objection will be 
made againſt all that I have ſaid, by the Socinzans and their 
friends; who will be apt to ſay, that 1 have bin taking a 
great deal of pains to no purpoſe, to aggravate'the miſchicts 
of an Opinion, which admit it were falle in ſpeculation, yet 
as 1t 1s ſtated by them, can in poznt of fatt and prattiſe, carry 
no inconvenience imaginable along with it. 

For whatever God may do when left to his own liberty, 
yet he hath thought fit to oblige himſelf by poſitive promiſes 
and threatnings to reward the righteous and to puniſh the 


wicked: ſo that now by the revelation of his will he hath in-_ 


deed abridged himſelf of his natural liberty, but hath thereby 
taken effectual care to ſecure his own honour, and to eſtab- 
liſh Religion in the world, and all this 1s plainly acknowledged 
by the Socrmans. 

To which 1 anhfwer, that this doth not take oft the fallc- 
hood and Impiety of this S9cinzan opinion, which I was obliged 
to diſcover; any more then if a man ſhould fay, that God 
hath indeed reſolved to a&t wiſely and righteouſly m the govern- 
ment of the World; but that neither wiſdome nor r1ghteoujneſs 
are neceſſary and eſſential Attributes perpetually reſiding in him, 
| but are only the effects of his free will :- which were a moſt 
irreligious and profane aſſertion, notwithſtanding the former 
acknowledgment. 

2. Tho the Sxinians hereby take care of revealed, yet they 
overturn all natural Religion, as we ſhewed before, where 
God hath made no ſuch Revelation of his will, or. diſcovery 
of his intentions how he+ doth deſign to deal with men 
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and ſo as far as in them lies, by this principle, they help to 
make the * much greateſt part of mankind Atheiſts. 

31y, When God hath declared his purpoſe, and hath accord- 
ingly given men Laws for the government of their actions, 
and hath to thoſe Laws exprelly annexed the fan&ions | of re- 
wards and pumſhment, yet according to the Socmzan plas: Hi 
this doth not ſuthciently encourage men in vertuous practices, 
_ nor lay an effettual reſtramt upon the wicked. 

1ſt, As to rewards it is true the Goſpel affords us, as the 
Apoſtle iclls us, exceeding great and precious promiſes 2 Pet. 
I. 4. which exceed not only our deſerts, but our hopes : But 
what abſolute aſſurance have we that they ſhall be made good 
to us. They arc only the effets as Socenus tells us  Libere, 
or as Vorſtius explains it, vertibilts voluntatis, not only of a free, 
(for therein we agree with them,) but of a mutable will : tor 
according, to them, as was ſhewed before, God 1s" lzable to al- 
terations, and may change his purpoſe as he doth the weather, 
ficut poteſt pluere vel non pluere : but tho the Morning proves never 
ſo tair, yet the Heavens may be overcaſt ; and the Sun that 
Roſe ſo gloriouſly, may ſet in a Cloud. 

In ſhort, if we believe the Socinrans, the promiſes of God 
confidered barely in themſelves are not a ſufficient Baſis for a 
Chriſtians hope and ſecurity ; foraſmuch as God being * mutable 
mn bis nature, he may repent of what he promiſed, and change 
and alter his Reſolution. And that the Reader may not think 
that I have wronged the Socenans in laying this to their charge, 
I muſt refer lum to a Treatiſe writ by Crellaus, de Caufis Mor- 
ts Chriſt: ; where he will find this that I have affirmed of them 
abundantly made good. For there he tells us that che true 
reaſon of Chriſts dying for us, was that thereby he might be 
a Mediator, and ſurety of the Covenant which God hath made 
with men; for tho God had given men the promiſe of par- 
don of their Sins, yet that promiſe was no ſufficient ſecurity, be- 
caufe he might haye receded or ſtarted from it : Therefore to 


et es 


1:See Breerwoods Enquiries, Cap. 14. 2 Voluntas Dei eſt principium cujuſdam 
mut avilitatis m Deo, Vortt Difp. de Deo. p. 212: ft jufe 


fix 
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fix him asit were to his word, Chriſt was ſent as a ſponſor 
and ſurety of the New Teftaicnrt, which in the name of his 


Father, he aid confirme and ratifye, by ſealing it with his - 


Blood ; wherenpon now God is o5/zzed to make good his pro- 
mile, fo that 1f he had a mind to revoke it he cannot, the 
Death of Chritt compet/;ne him to preſerve it 7. 

Indeed he could not but be ſcnfible, that what he had thus 
delivered, would ſound harſhly in the Ears of Moſt Readers, 
thoſe efpacially who had any concern for the Honour of their 
Maker, which by this ſuppofition was ſo highly and ſcanda- 
louily Invaded : therefore to mollity this matter he tells us, 
that the efficacy which he .aſcribes to Chriſts Death, was not 
abſolutely neceſſary in reſpet of God ; whoſe own Love, 
Grace and Mercy, might move and enclime him to make good 
his promiſe ; yet however this put him under no obligation; 
for 1f it had, there had bin no need of the death of Chriſt, 
either 1n reſpett of God, or our ſelves, either to have tyed him 
to the performance, or to have attorded us ſecurity. 

Therefore he tells us, that we might have a firme bottome 
for our hope, that if we believed in Chriſt, that 1s, obeyed 
his Goſpel, our fins ſhould be forgiven us; it highly concern- 
ed us that God ſhould be obliged to performe what he had 
promiſed ; and not only ſo, but that we might acquire a Azz? 
to pardon ; which right he founds not in the promiſe of God 
but the Death of Chriſt, which he faith gives us ſuch an un- 
. doubted Title to Mercy, and that ſupported by ſuch a firme 
and manifeſt affurance and proof, as will not ſuffer God what- 
ever may happen, to break his word, and recall his promiſe. * And 


1 Vis atque efficacia mortis Chriſti ad remiſſcopem peccatorum compar andem —_ 
ef, ut etiam Deum, fi forte eum promiſſionis ſue de remiſſuone peccatorum, 27 
ratione ab interitu nobis concedenda peniterct (utimur phraſe facrts liters firata) 
movere atque impellere poſſit, ne prom!/ſum ſuum Tec nderet, ſed quod ate ues 
reipſa preſtaret. Crell de Caufis Mortis Chrilti. p 613. 2 Nam ut 20s — ——_ 
tins credere poſſemus, nob:s in Chriſtum credentibus peccata renin as ” P ”— FRks 
referebat Deum ad id faciendum vbligatum ej 6." n05 jus ad in q H1nen we w_ 

ere ; jus inquam manifeſti/ſimis ac certiſſimis document!s nxum, re" 7 To” i 
tandem interveniret, Deum non faterctur promiſſa [ua reſctr:dere, Ibid. . 3 


revera finis ac ſcopus fuit, cur Deus Morte Chriſ#t ſe 0bis obligare veluerit, ut porro 
ad Chriſtum moyti jradendum impulſus fuerit, Ibid. 
F 3 | this 
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this he tells us was the true reaſon_of Chriſts coming into 
the world, and of Gods delivering him up to death for our 
ſakes. 

By all which it is evident, that in the Opinion of this man, 
the promiſes of God conſidered nakedly in themtfelves, do 
not afford us a ſufficient ſecurity ; foraſmuch as ſomething may 
intervene; which may cauſe God to repent of what he pro- 
miſed, and thereby hinder the performance : and that you may 
not think that he had forget himſelf, by making an 2mprous or 
zmpaſſtble ſuppoſition, he tells us, utumur phraft ſacrts literis uſitata ; 
that they uſed a phraſe which was frequently made uſe of in 
the Scripture it ſelfe, which often mentions Gods forrow and 
repentance, and therefore it can be no diſparagement to all- 
mighty God to aſcribe it to him, at being rather in their opt- 
nion an argument of his wifdome, as was ſhewed before. 

I muft indeed acknowledge that this very Author at another 
time, L:5, de Deo, Cap. 25. de Santti Dei. þ. 241. affirms that 
the promiſes of God put him under an obligation, and that 
both his veracity and faithfulneſs engages him to make them 
go0d. But 1t 1s as evident on the other hand, that here he 


ſuppoſes the contrary, and that his Argument proceeds upon that 
ſuppoſitron, But by this time I hope the Reader will not be 


much ſurpriſed to find Socinians contradiing themſelves, and he 
nced not be concerned at it ; for I can afflure him, whether 
he will or no, they will take the liberty of ſo doing. And . 
hereby we find the obſcrvation which we a little before made 
concerning them, confirmed ;. vx. that in their diſputations 
and writings they care not what they ſay, having no regard 
to the honour of God or Religion; being only concerned for 
BT — their own 

looſe and unwarrantable Opinions. | 
2ly, But let us admit that God by his promiſes puts him- 
ſelfe under an obligation to men, ſo that he cannot go from 
his word, but 1s obliged to make it good; yet he may be at 
greater liberty as to his threatnings., Indeed theſe as the Goſpel 
repreſents them to us are verry terrible, whether we confider 
the puniſhments threatned either as to their Intenſive pain, or 
as 


as to the extent of their duration ; for we are told that the wicks 


ed ſhall go rmto everlaſting puntfloment ; that the worme that gnaws 


ther Conſerence ſhall not aye, and the fire that torments them ſhall 
never be extmenſhed. This is indeed enough to make the Sin- 
ner look pale, and to fright him cither out of hrs wits, or out 
of his wicked courſe of lroing. But for all this he need not deſpair 
of Mercy ; for tho God hath threatned ſeverely, yet no man 
_ living can abſolutely tell us, if we believe Sores, whether he 
is refolved to execute his threatmngs. For as at firſt God might 
ether not have punijhed the Sinner at all, or not with eternal death, 
fo now tho he hath declared by hits ſolemn Eaitt that he will do ſo, 
yet for all. that he may tf he pleaſes not inflitt the puniſhment. 
Deus potuiſlet, 1dque jure, homines licet peccantes morti ztcr- 
nz non mancipare, fic poſtquam eos mort1 xternz Edifto ſuo 
mancipavit, ex ills imperio eximere poteſt, Sorzm.” de Chriſto 
Serv. Yb I. fp. 124. | 

Eximere poteſt, ſaith Socinus, he may exempt the Sinner notwith- 
ſtanding his Decree of puniſhing hun ; and: why may not he 
hope that he will: the bare threatnings according to Socznus do 
not oblige God to execute them : and the conſideration of Gods 
Mercy and Juſtice, to which the Torments of Hell as he may 
imagin can ſcarce be reconciled, may upon that ſcore afford 
him ſome ground 70 hope that he doth not deſjzn to ao jo, We 
| know finners are apt to allow themſelves, as too great liber- 
ty in finning, fo to flatter themlelvcs with too great hopes of 
Impunity ; and if they meet with any ſuch compaſſionate Ca- 
ſuilts as Socinus, who will afford they any encouragement, they 
are preſently apt to run away with 1t, and never look back, 
to ſce that vengeance which purſues, and will at length cer- 
tainly over take them. | 

But how comes this man to know any thing of God be- 
fides what he hath revealed of himſelf in his werd : mult we 
have recourſe to that exploded diſtinction of the Calvimfts, and 
for which they have bin ſo much railed at by their adverſa- 
ries, concerning the revealed, and the ſecret will of God : tor =_ 
the queſtion in the caſe may Teeme to be about the power © 


God, yet really and in truth it 1s about kis will ; ftoraſmuch 
| » * as 
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as God cannot do what he hath ſolemnly declared he w:{/ not 
do; and that for this plain and zrrefragable reaſon, becauſe God 
cannot deny himlſelfe. | 

_ Aud now have we not reaſon to put the' queſtion, and en- 
guire, whether went the Spirit of God from the Inſpired writers, 
to reſt upon the head of this mpoſtor, who makes his excep- 
tions to what they have declared as the peremtory and unalter- 
able decree of God. Nay wio boldly ventures to affirme that, 
which Balaam could not be hired to utter, tho __ to at by 
the wages of unrighteouſneſs ; but makes that pious acknowledge- 
ment Numb, 23. God us not a man that he ſhould lie, nor the jon of 
man, that he ſhould repent : hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do it * 
hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good? Now 1f it be /m- 
Pþofſuble for God to lie, then it is not poilible for him to aiter 
the ſentence concerning the final ſtate of men ; which 1s de- 
livered 1n Scripture in ſuch termes, as. plainly evince it to be 
Is peremptory and irrevocable decree : The happineſs of the Righte-- 
ous, and puniſhments of the wicked, as to the extent of their 
duration, being expreſſed m the ſame words, and in the ſame 
ſentence : 5 if 1t be poſſible to know any thing of the 4b- 


folute and Immutable pleaſure of God ; the wit of man could not 


contrive any plainer words, then what the w:/dome of God hath 
allready made uſe of, to declare his final and unalterable in- 
tentions, concerning the everlaſting puniſhment of the wicked. 
Beſides it deſerves to be confi ered, that this Declaration 1s 
not only delivered in the manner of a threatning, but likewiſe 
by way of predi#:on, in the fullfiling of which, the veracity of 
God may feeme to be more particularly concerned, then in the 
exccution of a bare Threatning delivered in a Sermon, or Ex- 
hortation, or the like. Now in thoſe glorious vifens which were 
communicated to St. Fohn which he tiles the word of God, the 
Tefttmony and Revelation of Feſus Chriſt, concerning the things which 
were, and which ſbould be hereafter, Rev. 1.v. 1, 2, 19. which are 
ſtyled the true ſayings of God, ch. 19. v. 9, the words that are 
fazthful and true ch. 21.v. 5. 1 ſay in theſe vifions are conteined, 
as the [tate and events of the Church till the final diſſolution of all 
things; ſo likewiſe the condition and fate of the Righteous: and 
" ' Wicked, 
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Wicked, after the judgment of the laſt dav. Ch. 20. 21 he tells 
us that he ſaw the dead, both ſmall and great, ſtand before God, 
and they were all judeed according to their works, and whoever ras 
wot found written in the Book of Life, was hy into the Lake of 
fire, ver. 15. called yer. xo. the lake of fire and brimſtone, where the 
Devil, and the Beaſt, and the falſe Prophet fhall be tormented day 
and _ forever and ever. | 
And what 1s faid in general of the wicked, we are aſſured 
ſhall betide the fearful, and unbelievers, and the abominable and 
muraerers, and ſorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, who ſhall have 
therr part in that lake, which burncth with fire and brimſtone, Rev. 
21. 8, this 1s that furnace of fire which our bleſſed Saviour fo i FOHLE 
often mentioneth, Mart. 1 3. 42. 5o. that everlaſting fire prepared | ($48 
for the devil and his Angels, Mat. 25. 4x. That fire, which agin | #17. 
and again he aſſures us Mark. g. ſhall not be quenched, no les 
then fave times within the compals of Six, verſes 43, 443 455 
46,48. to declare unto us by this Repetition, the certainty of 
this thing, as in the caſe of Pharohs Dream, which was doubled 
to aſſure him that the thing was eſtabliſhed by God. Gen. 41. 32. 
The wit of man could not find out words more full and 
ſignificant, to expreſs the eternal duration of theſe puniſhments, 
and Gods wnalterable purpoſe to inflict them. Now to ſay, not- 
withſtanding all this, that yet in the concluſion, things may hap- 
pen to be otherwiſe then what the Sz of God hath declared, 
and this ſervant of God hath foretold, is with great boldnels 
to contradict them both : and if it be poſſible that theſe pre- 
ditions may not be accompliſhed, then the words are not 
faithful and true, that is, are not undoubtedly and abſolutely 
true : ſo that at the ſame time, that Socnus puts an end to the 
certainty of Hell Torments, he doth likewiſe put an end to 
the certainty of the writings of the New Teſtament, and the 
prediftions that are conteined there : which is highly deroga- 
tory to the Authority of thoſe ſacred Writings, and particu- 
larly of the Revelation of St. John; which looks too much like 
the taking away from the words of the Prophecy of that Book; 
which yet I hope it is not, becauſe of that dreadful puniſh- 


© ment which attends thoſe that do ſo, Rev. 22,19, In ſhort, if 
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things may happen otherwiſe then St. Fobn foreſaw and fore- 
told, ſome Scepticks and Infidels, which the age we live in 
doth too much abound with, may be apt to account that a 
dream, which he calls a ven; and to think, the holy man 
was ſcarce awake when he pretended to foreſee theſe things. 

Neither ought the caſe of Temporal threatnings be objefted 
here in favour of Socrnus's aſſertion : foralmuch as God him- 
ſelfe hath told us, that in all ſuch Threatenmgs, a condition is 
to be ſuppoſed, tho it be not allways expreſſed; 1o that tho they 
are delivered in termes ſeemingly abſolute, yet God without any 
unpeachment of his weracety, may upon the performance of the 
candition revoke them. At what inſtant, faith God, 1 ſhall ſpeak 
concerning a Nation, and concerning a Kingdome, to pluck up, and 
to pull down, and to deſtroy it : if that nation agony whom IT have 
pronounced, turn from ther evil, I will repent of the Evil, that 1 
thought to do unto them, Jer. 18, 7. $8. and this was the caſe of 
Ninweh, where tho the threatening was feemingly peremtory, 
yet the execution was ſuſpended upon thew Repentance, which 
was the end of the threatening. 

But as to the. puniſhments of the life to come, the threaten- 
wigs of them muſt be abſolute and unconditional, toraſmuch as 
there can then be no roome for Repentance and amendment : 
every mans ſtate will then be finally determined: be that zs 
filthy will be filthy ſtill, without any pofſfibility of change, or 
hope of pardon: and this is that which fil up the meaſure 
of the puniſhment of the damned : he that fanned without the 
fear of God wn this life, ſhall be puniſhed withavt Mercy in the 
next; and this diſpair will be that worme which will feed 
upon tum to all eternity, which ſhall ever torment, but never 


_ devour the finncr, who will then become a terror to humfelt 


and an evelaſting amazement. 

In ſhort therctore, and to ſumme up all that remains to be ſaid 
upon this {ubje&; he that goes about to weaken the force of 
thoſe declarations which God hath made concerning the: eter- 
nal punſhment of the wicked, gives a dangerous blow to all re-. 


vealed Religion, of which we can have no certainty, if once 


we undermine the veracity of God, which is the foundation up- 
: On 


on which it 1s built, and by which it is ſupported. But you 
will ſay the hopes which Socinus g1ves the finner are but very 
lender, and thoſe remote ones, which no man in point of 

rudence or ſafety ſhould venture to rely upon. I confeſs 1 
think ſo too: but for all this finners will be bold and pre- 
ſumtuous: and you cannot wonder that men ſhould graſp at 
any thing; lay hold upon any the weakeſt twig, rather then 
fmk into Hell. But if this be not enough, Sinus can give the 
finner more poſitive and dire& encouragement ; ſuch as will 
not only put an end to the Torments of Hell, but likewiſe to 
his own vain and ſuperſtitious fears concerning them, and will 
extingmnſh thoſe flames, which our bleſſed Saviour (who one 
would think ſhould beſt know) hath aſſured us are unquerch- 
able, but of this more hereafter. | 

Now if what hath bin hitherto ſaid is not ſufficient to ſhew 
the imprety and aeteſtableneſs of theſe Socinmran notions, he that 
will be at the pains to ſe their writings, or will but haye 
the patience to read what is here tranſcribed out of them, 
will find (if it were poſſible) yet greater abominations then 


theſe: particularly in the account which they give of thole af-. 


fetions and paſſions which they aſcribe to God, and with which 
indeed the Scriptures repreſent him to us, but m a _ dif- 
ferent ſenſe then they are underſtood and interpreted by the 
Socmnians ; who give us ſuch a deſcription of Allmighty God 
as Is r nt to prety, and to the general ſentiments, not only 
of all found Chriſtians, but even of Jews, and manyſober hea-. 
thens, who have had trzer and more honourable conceptions of 


the nature of God, then theſe men furniſh us with; who 


cloath him with all the paſſions and weakneſſes of men, alcribing 
to him love and hatred, mercy and compaſſton, hope and deſire, joy 
and ſorrow, fear and repentance, which they make to be tru and 
Properly in God, tho not exactly in the ſame manner as they 
are in men, no more then they are- in other created ſpirits, 
or the Soul of man it ſelf in its ſtate of ſeparation from the 
Body : that is, they are there, but without any motion, or fen- 
ſible alteration of the Blood and Spirits, ſuch as 1s to be found 


in men, But our Religion and right reaſon will _—_ 
G 2 12 
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that theſe things are attribured to God, but it 1s aIpwmmd cr, 
in a figurative: ſenſe, repreſenting thereby to us the varus 
rcalone of Gods providence towards divers objects, who 
as they are endued with different qualities and diſpoſitions, 10 
God 1s pleaſed to exerciſe afferent attzons towards them ; which 
attions in men indeed ariſe from afferent principles and paſſtns, 
' but doi not ſo in God, who amidit the variety of the actions 
and diſpoſitions of men, and his dealings ſuitably to them, 
yet in his eſſence he continues ſtill the ſame, without any pertur- 
bation or the leaſt ſhadow of change. And therefore Divaines tell us, 
and particularly Z:zmburg, that theſe things are aſcribed to God ', 
not with reſpe& to God, but with a regard to thoſe objects 
abcut which the acts of his providence are converſant, ac- 
cording to that known maxime of the School-men, affettus mm 
adeo notant effettus ; and ſo tar he 1s Orthodox: but a little after 
in the ſame Section: he overthrows what but juſt before he 
aſſerted, and fo interprets and explains himlelt, that a Soceman 
cannot be diſpleaſed with his Opinion. 

For firſt he makes theſe affections to be aCts, or as Crellus 
calls them commotions of Gods will, which ſome have thought 
could not be properly aſcribed to. him, without overthrowing 
the /mplicity as well as immutability of his divine nature. But 
to let that pals. 

2, He makes theſe paſſions in God to be Analagous to thoſe 
in men, without which Analogy, or reſemblance, there is no reaſon 
he ſaith why the Scriptures Jould aſcribe them to God. Sz 
mhil ulis Analogum deo tribuamus, nulla apparebit ratio, cur 1uſ- 
dem cum affettibus humants nominibus appellentur. So faith Limburg, 
Loc. ſupra cotat, ſunt enim im nobis affetlus commationes quedam 
atque meclmationes appetitus, cus vim facultatemque Analogam v0- 
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1 Non cum relation? ad ipſum Deum, [od in ordine ad ipſa objefa, que extra 
deum funt, circa que Deus operatur. Lib. 2. Cap. 10. ''- 2 See Epiſcop. out of 
whom Limburg hath tranſcribed his Divinity, Inſt. Th. Lib. 4. cap. 22. Q40d non fee 
accipiendum eſt quaſi affefFus nulli proprie ac per ſe Deo competant : con!ra (1m 8 
Deo credimus afſettus elſe, Natura x Me. affefuum wvix aliter 4 nobis concips 
et Tue eftimari poteſt, quam ex natura affectunm humanorum, ſfve per ſomilittudinem 

>” Atalogiam quam habent cum affetTilus humanis. 


luntas 


» 


luntas atvina mn ſe complettitur. So faith Crellius Cap. 26. þ. 297. 
and here 1 think they perfectly agree. But for once we will 
make ſo bold as to ask theſe Gentlemen, whether when the 


Scriptures attribute hands, and feet, and eies and ears to God, 


they think that there is ſomthing in the nature of God, that 
ts, Analogous, and bears any reſemblance to thele parts of a 
mans Body, without which they could not with any reaſon 
be applyed to him. 

Tho I have reaſon not to be overconfident of a Socinan, 
yet in this caſe 1 will take it for granted, they would both 
anſwer in the negative, and that there were here no avanyie, 
but what the Fathers, and particularly St. Gyſoſtome upon many 
occaſions ſo often mention ayzamcans, nay there is uiyihs & 
urge Or if in imitation of St. Paul you will joyn theſe two 
words together, there is uTegcaMNow pryejes TMs 0VYNATACUTIOS 3 
nothing to. be ſuppoſed in God by way of reſemblance, but 
an exceeding great and adorable condeſcention in hun, who 
ſtoops to our capacities, and expreſſes ſome properties and opera- 
trons of his, by ſuch parts, which are the. [nſirwments ot the 
like operations in men. | 

So with the ſame truth, and for the ſame reaſon it ſhould 
be averred, when human paſſions arc aſcribed to God, it 1snot 
by reaſon of any reſemblance that is between God and Men 
in theſe affeftions ; but by reaſon of that a_ or ſmulitude 
that 1s to be found between the operations of od, and theſe 
attions of men; which i them ariſe from ſuch commotzons of the 
Soul which we call paſſions, but 2 God proceeds from his fom- 
þle and uncompounded nature, who 1s Infinite and unchangable, 
and therefore as our Church in conformity to the Scriptures 
hath taught us to believe, 1s without parts and without paſſions. 
Articles 1ſt. : - 

The Umpzety of this opinion will further appear irom a 
conſideration of thoſe partzcular paſſions which the Sucrntans 
affrwe to be in God; wh:ch cannot truely be aſcribed to hun, 
without a orcat aſparazement to his Infinite aud adorable per- 
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tetions, and thole are Fear and Gruef : under which we- mult 


comprehend ſorrow and repentance, which properly reſpect 
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things paſt, whereas Grief and trouble which allwaies attend it 
inditferently reſpect _— either paſt or preſent. And theſe 
are paſſions which neceſlarily inter a weakneſs in God, ſuch as 
a Stoick would not allow in his wife and vertuous man. 

And firlt for fear, Crellus * will tell us that tho-mat firſt view 
this paſſion cannot without a ſeeming abſurdity be attributed 
to God, yet he 1s truely lyable to it, and indeed it zs the ne- 
ceſſary effect” of his wiſaome, as it 1s converſant about creatures 
prone and liable to (im. And this he proves from Deut 22. 26, 
27* I ſaid I would ſcatter them into corners, 1 would make the re- 
membrance of them to ceaſe among men, were it not that I feared 
the wrath of the Enemy, leaſt thetr adverſaries ſhould ſay our hand 
is high, and the Lord hath not done all this. and then refers you 
to two other places before mentioned Exod. 32. and Numb. 14. 
where we have inſtances as he tells us of Gods altering his 
purpoſe of deſtroying the Children of {fael, out of this prin- 
ciple of fear * : leaſt the Heathens and particularly the Epypre- 
ans, ſhould mſconſtrue his ations, and for want of knowing 
the true reaſons which moved him to thzs ſeverity, impute 1t 
either to a malicious deſyn, as if he had reſcued them out of 
the hands, and delivered them from the Tyranny of Pharoh, 
that he might have the Glory of their overthrow in the wil- 
derneſs: or elſe to his Impotence that he was not able to com- 
pleat their deliverance, and to bring them into the Land which 
he had ſo often promiſed them. Now God to ſave his honour 
which elſe might have ſuffered by this aCtion, and to- prevent 
the wpbraraimgs of his Enemies, which he was extreamly afraid 
of, was prevailed upon by the Entreaties of Moſes, and the 
reaſons which he offered, to ſpare thoſe, whom in his thoughts 
he had ſolemnly devoted to deſtruftion. rt 

He further refers his reader to ſeycral other places where God 


___— 


1 Saprertie ipſins, quatenus carca creaturas wverſatur in peccata proxas, effettum 
efje proprie nece//arium, Cap. J1.Þ. 324. 2 Mvſes Deum a propoſito perdendi fo- 
puli Iſraelitici revocaſſe dicitur, Argamento metuendi mali Events; quod ſcil, 
Hoſtes Dewm efjent caluminaturi, videtur Deus hunc eventum, utpote ſua natura 
poſſibilem, ſiro modo metuiſſe, & propterea 4 fropoſito ſno receſſiſe. Vorſt. Note 
2d Diſp. 19. p. 451. 


*- 
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*& faid to do ſomething which otherwiſe he was unwilling to d 
| : | | Ng TO GO, 
or to omzt the doing of ſomething which before he was refokved upon 
as Gen. 5. 22, Exod. 15.17. 35. 3. &c. out of a juſt fear of what 
might happen : and this is fo far from being with him an Ar- 
ent of ImperteCtion, that he faith it is thereſalt of wif. 
me and a _ caution, in forefeeing ſome probable events, 

and thus wiſely preventing them. 1b:d. 

_ 2. For Grief and trouble, theſe likewiſe by the ſame Mcta- 
phor are to be aſcribed to God, that is, ſaith Crellius, foraf- 
much as all Metaphors ariſe from fmubtude, ſomething like theſe 
muſt be found in him. And for proof of this he quotes all 
thoſe places of Scripture, where God. is ſaid to be provoked, to 
be d:fpleaſed and ; {pms P/. 78. 40, 46. Pf. 106.33. Eſay. 3.8. 
2 Sam, 11.27. and particularly that memorable place Eſay. 1. 14. 
where God 1s ſaid to hate the New Moones and fealts of the 
ews, they are @ trouble to me {aith God, I am weary to bear them. 
here he hath this remark Cap. 31. p. 319. theſe things are then 
' faid to be troubleſome to us, and whith we cannot well bear *, 
which bring wnea/ineſs and a certain drſqwiet along with them. 
And to fay and think this of God, 1s {o far from tending to 
his diſhonour, that the contrary conceit would overthrow all 
Rehgion, foraſmuch as it would mtrodace an Opinion con- 
cerning God fit only for —_ and Fprexreans to entertain 
of him : quis enim, faith he, who can forme ſuch a notion 
of God, as of one that is not affefted with pleafure, nor feuſible 
of pam, mff qui ad Epicureorum vel Stexcorum ſaltem ſententtam 
de Deo accedere vult, Loc. citat. 321. a God enjoying pure and 
unmixed pleaſure, perfor reſt and an uninterrupted tranquillaty, 
never diffurbed with paſſions, nor diſordered by any of the actt- 
ons of men, or the changes and revolutions that happen in 
the world; this do&rine concerning him 1s fit not to be 
| preached in the Temples of Chriſtians, but to be publiſhed 
'm the Schooles of Zeno and FEpreurus. Indeed we are be- 
holding to him for that /:bera! conceſſion, that this trouble and 
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things paſt, whereas Grief and trouble whach allwaies attend it 
inditferently reſpeCt _—_ either paſt or preſent. And theſe 
are paſſions which neceſlarily inter a weakneſs mm God, ſuch as 
a Stoick would not allow ' in his wife and vertnous man. 

And firlt for fear, Crelhus * will tell us that tho at firlt view 
this paſſion cannot without a ſeeming abſurdity be attributed 
to God, yet he 1s truely lyable to it, and indeed it zs the ne- 
ceſſary effect of his wiſaome, as it 1s converſant about creatures 
rone and liable to (m. And this he proves from Deut 22. 26, 
27* I ſaid I would ſcatter them into corners, 1 would make the re- 
membrance of them to ceaſe among men, were it not that I feared 
the wrath of the Enemy, leaſt therr adverſaries ſhould ſay our hand 
is high, and the Lord hath not done all this. and then refers you 
to two. other places before mentioned Exod. 32. and Numb. 14. 
where we have inſtances as he tells us of Gods altering his 
purpoſe of deſtroying the Children of 7frael, out of this prin- 
ciple of fear * : leaſt the Heathens and particularly the Epypre- 
ans, ſhould miſconſtrue his a@ions, and for want of knowing 
the true reaſons which moved him to thzs ſeverity, umpute 1t 
either to a malicious defyn, as if he had reſcued them out of 
the hands, and delivered them from ' the Tyranny of Pharoh, 
that he might have the Glory of their overthrow in the wil- 
derneſs: or elſc to his Impotence that he was not able to com- 
pleat their deliverance, and to bring them into the Land which 
he had ſo often promiſed them. Now God to ſave his honour 
which elſe might have ſuffered by this action, and to- prevent 
the upbrardimngs of his Enemies, which he was extreamly afraid 
of, was prevailed -upon by the Entreaties of Moſes, and the 
reaſons which he offered, to ſpare thoſe, whom in his thoughts 
he had ſolemnly devoted to deſtruttion. ; 

He further refers his reader to ſeycral other places where God 
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1 Sapiertie ip/is, quatenus circa creaturas wverſatur in peccata pronas, effettum 
eſſe proprie nece//arium, Cap. 31. Þ. 324. 2 Moſes Deum a propoſito perdendi f9- 
puli Iſraelttici revocaſſe dicitur, Argamento metuendi mali Eventis; quod ſcil, 
Hoſtes Denum eſjent caluminaturi, videtur Deus, hunc eventum, utpote ſua natura 
poſſibilem, ſo modo metuiſſe, & propterea 4 fropoſito ſwo receſſtjſe. Vorſt. Note 
24 Diſp. 10. p. 451 | | 
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> faid to do ſomething which otherwiſe he was unwilling to do 
k , . j p 
or to omzt the doing of ſomething which before he was reſotved upon 
as Gen, 5. 22, Exod. 15. 17. 35. 3. ©c. out of @ juſt fear of what 
might happen : and this is fo far from being with him an Ar- 
| mms of Impertection, that he qaith it is thereſalt of wif. 
me and a juſt caution, in foreſeeing ſome probable events, 
and thus wifely preventing them. 1b:d. 

2. For Grief and trouble, theſe likewiſe by the ſame Mera- 
phor are to be aſcribed to God, that is, faith Crellis, foraſ- 
much as all Metaphors ariſe from fmtude, ſomething like theſe 
muſt be found in him. And for proof of this he quotes all 
thoſe places of Scripture, where God. is ſaid # be provoked, to 
be aifpleaſed and rm P/. 78. 40, 46. Þ/. 106. 33. Eſay. 3.8. 
2 Jam. 11.27. and particularly that memorable place F/ay. 1. 14. 
where God 1s ſaid to hate the New Moones and fealts of the 
ews, they are @ trouble to me faith God, I am weary to bear them. 

here he hath this remark Cap. 31. p. 319. theſe things are then 
| faid to be troubleſome to us, and which we cannot well bear *, 
which bring wneaſineſs and a certain drſqwiet along with them. 
And to fay and think this of God, 3s {o far from tending to 
his diſhonour, that the contrary conceit would overthrow all 
Rebgion, foraſmuch _—_ would introduce an Opinion con- 
cerning God fit only for Ste:cks and Fpreureans to entertain 
of him : quis enzm, faith he, who can forme ſuch a notion 
of God, as of one that is not affefted with pleaſure, nor feſible 
of pam, miſt qui ad Epicureorum vel Stotcorum ſaltem ſententtam 
de Deo accedere vult, Loc. citat. 321. a God enjoying pure and 
unmixed pleaſure, perfect reſt and an uninterrupted tranquillity, 
never diffurbed with paſſions, nor difordered by any of the aCti- 
ons of men, or the changes and revolutions that happen in 
the world; this do&rine concerning him 1s fit not to be 
preached in the Temples of Chriſtians, but to be publiſhed 
'1n. the Schooles -of Zeno and Fpicurus, Indeed we are be- 
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holding to him for that /beral conceſſion, that this trouble and 


_ c : 
1 Ea Demum moleſia /unt, &+ in ill's ſuſtinendis laboramus, que dolorem aliquem 


#0625 af) ; : 
is afferunt grief 


| e Agatnf Socinianiſm. 75 


_— 


+ "x c 
HIV? vs” 5% 
——_—— £ c OY" En! " 
#72... ay 2s add SOON I be ES OOO 
$a. q ” pr "$4 


os : » _ - ; - _— " 
PU OI 4 DM 5 Re 0) rc tes Pr AUBED - - / nn_ _—_ er ———— B 
_ = AY BT CO f 


aw > —_ —_—— ju _ bs "_ 


an 


-**\.," 


: _—_ n= "ics *T 
po I Tn on 
6 —_ 


Ma, 4 hen? . "LOW. hes 
O14 A Ge al 


v 1% 
wars. i SE Fo. bY 
£ PIE EOS 1.5, Ss: oe we Poe & 
+ wg NES ” Eons \F Tg 5 Ag Y AN FED &'b 


c 
£5 
> 
'Y: 
# > 
F 
y" 
i! 
& 
' B- 
'S. 
$ $ 
© 7 
4 
A; 
& 
&. 
#.> 
'S. 
p55 
# 
* [- 


ad F6 24 P reſervat toe : CET 


grief which he ſuppoſes to be in God, doth not ariſe from 
any Internal cauſes, ſach as are the indiſpofhtions of Body or 
mind which occaſion grief in men, and make them unealy : 
but only - from external motzves and reaſons vi7, the actions of 
his creatures '. So that what God cannot do himſelt, he hath 
put it into the power of his Creatures to effett, lo that it it were 
not for the follies and umpeties of men he would be entirely hap- 
þy, perfetly at reſt ; all that greef and trouble which attects hum, 
1s {olely owing to the actions of his creatures, and not to 
any diſorder of his own nature: A very pious acknowledge- 
ment. 

Laſtly, for that ſort of Grief which refpe&ts things paſt, 
which we call Repentance, this likewiſe 1s to be found in God: 
and not that only which fignifies the alteration of his Counſels, 
or a change of his will, of which we have ſpoken betore ; 
which may indeed be called Repentance, but that ſaith Crel- 
lus is dilutior Metaphora *: but as it betokens the paſſion and 
affettion it {elf. And for this he quotes Gen. 6. 7. where 1t 1s 
{aid, that God repented that he .made man, and that it griev- 
ed him at the heart. This is affef:o in deo mgrata, Ibid. an at- 
tection that brings moleſtation with it, ariſing in God when he 
ſees.that thoſe his aCtions which were ſo well deſigned by him, 
by the folly and malice of men, are ſo far peryerted; as to 
produce cffects ſo contrary to his Intentions. 

Now againlt all this it would be very natural for men to 
opt, and the Socrmnzan eaſily foreſaw it, That what is thus 
aſlerted, muſt be quite contrary to the ſenſe of mankind, and 
to thoſe notions which naturally ariſe in mens minds concern- 
ing the perfettions of Allmizhty God; for to ſuppoſe ſuch vari- 
ety of commotions in the mind of God, and theſe ſometime 
oppoſite to one another, which cannot but occaſion in him mo- 
leſtation and trouble ; which muſt be further increaſed, when he 
finds his deſrens baffled, his Councils overthrown, his authority de- 
ipiſed ; which obliges him oftentimes to change his own pur- 
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1 Ex rebus extra deum exiflentibus, quas in creaturarum arbitrio foſuit, Ibid. 
P- 330. 2» Ibid. p 322. 
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mind which occation grict 1n m-n, and make them unealy : 
but only {rom external motives aid reaſons v7, the actions of 
his creatures '. So that what Gol cannot do himſelt, he hath 
put 1t into the power of hs Creatures to eject, 10 that 11 1t were 
not for the follies and impucties of men he would be entzrely hap- 
py, perfectly at roſe; all that grief and trouble which attects hun, 
18 {olcly OWING to the actions of I11s Creaturcs, and nor to 
any diſorder of his own nature: A very pious acknowledge- 
mente, 

Laltly, for that ſort of Grzf which refpe&ts things paſt, 
which we call Repentance, this likewiſe 15 to be tound in God: 
and not that only which ſignifies the alteration of hrs Counſels, 
or a chanve of his will, of which we have ſpoken betore; 
which may indeed be called Repentance, but that ſaith Crel- 
lis 18 dilutior Metaphora *: but as it betokens the paſſron and 
affection it {olt. And tor this he quotcs Gen. 6. 7. where 1t 1s 
{aid, that God repented that he made man, and that 1t griev- 
ed him at the heart. This is affe&zo im deo tmgrata, Ibid. an at- 
tection that brings moleſtation with it, arifing 1n God when he 
{ces that thoſe his actions which were ſo well deſigned by him, 
by the folly and malice of men, are ſo far peryerted; 4s to 
produce cltects ſo contrary to his [ntenttons. 

Now againſt all this it would be very natural for men to 


 objcct,, and the Sucrnan cally {orcſaw it, That what 1s thus 


aſſerted, mult be quite contrary to the ſenſe of mankind, and 
to thole notions which naturally ariſe in mens minds concern- 
ing, the perfectons of Alimizhty God; for to fuppoſe ſuch vart- 
cy 6f commotions in the mind of God, and theſe ſometime 
oppoſite to one another, which cannot but occaſion in him mo- 
{eſtation and trouble ; which muſt be further increaſed, when he 
finds his deſrens baffled, his Councils overthrown, his authority de- 
ipiſed ; which obliges him oftentimes to change his own pur- 
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poſes, and revoke his decrees: one would think that all this 


ſhould really be not only a _ to his Infinzte perfectiongg 


but likewiſe a dimmution of his happyneſs. 
ff, As to what concerns the perfeftzont of God, Crellins will 
tell you, that nothing; of all this that is atlerted of the nature 
of God 1s an Argument of Jmperfefion, It is true, he hath not 
the ſame notions of the pertections of God as you have. Yow 
may perhaps think him Infinite, but that is a weakneſs in you 
to. think ſo: he is finte in his being, and conſequently muſt be 
oO 111 his Operations: he is /imited in his preſence to certain 
{paces : his knowledge hath its juſt bounds ; he is mutable and 
\ tyable to change: he is extended and for that reaſon muſt be 
made up of parts; in him you may find @ compoſition of ſhb- 
{tance and accidents, and theſe oftentimes contrary to one a» 
nother : he 1s cloathed with paitions, which have ſuch a re- 
femblance to thoſe weakneſſes of our nature, that from a, * con- 
fideration of humane paſſions, we muſt make'a judgement and 
frame our apprehenſions of thoſe motions which are\to be 
found in God. | 

And theſe motrons in God are ſometimes more calme, at other 
times more vzolent and impetuons, the Impieties of men provok- 


ing him to that degree that he 1s earneſtly bent upon their 


deſtruQtion, but afterwards calmed by their prayers : now angry 
at men for their Sins, by and by appeaſed by their Repentance. 
Sometimes you will find him doing a thing, by and by re- 
penting the doing of it; one while reſolved upon one action, 
and anon reſolving the quite contrary: and all this to be found 
truely and formally in God, and' not in that figurative ſenſe 
in which the Scriptures aſcribe them to him. For ſaith the 
ſame Author, ſeparate all impurity from thoſe paſſions, all 

eal mixture, nay it muſt be concretio terrens corports, the 
mixture of a terreſtrial body, that you may not miſtake him: 
for there is a ſpiritual Body, and Celeſtial matter which may be- 


1 Ex affedtunm humanorum watura, 2 quibus ipſe Dei fpiritus oh Analogiam, 
ac ſomnilitudinem voces ad Deum transfert, e//imanda nobis erit natura illor um v0- 
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long to God himſelf: in ſhort exclude all Impotence and: Tm- 
pcrte&tion from theſe affetions, (and indeed 1t muſt be a ye- 
ry nice and Metaphyſical abſtra&tion that 1s able to do it) and 
then whatever remains in the true notzon anu formal conception 
of theſe paſſions, are ſtill to be ſuppoſed and muſt -be left 
there, when applyced to God himſelf. Sejungenda quecunque Im- 
perfettronem aut Imbecullitatem reſipnt, cetera, que m natura cer- 
nuntur affettuum illorum, quorum noma deo tribuuntur, eſſe relin- 


quendg. 1bid. | | 

But however tho this ſhould prove no Imperfettzon, yet the 
uneaſmeſs and ſquat that is the inſeparable attendant, on grief 
and fear and ſorrow, thoſe tormentimg paſſzon, muſt one would 
think interrupt that tranquillity which we ſuppoſe God to be 
poſſeſt of, and conſequently be an abatement of his happineſs, 

To which he an{wers firſt win general, * that we ought not 
-indeed to urge any expreſſions in Scripture, ſo far as to op- 
poſe the happyne 5 of God; 1o neither onthe other hand ought 
we to urge the belerf” of his happyneſs, ſo as. to affirm him not 
to haye a true ſenſe of evil, mixt with aneaſmeſs, 

But more particularly, you mutt conſider in this caſe that 
tho men by their Sins * may gr:zeve God, yet they. cannot /urt 
him: tho they may diſturb, yet they- cannot deprive him, of 
any of his eſſential perfe&tions. '; That is, ſomething, but not 
enough ; for among men we are apt to account 1t an c0w, 
pynes to be robbed of our eaſe and quiet, tho! they that do 
o ſhould not have it in their power- to depriye us of any 
thing elſe, EO Rr, 7 

Therefore 2/y, tho there are ſomethings of that force as to 
be able to create dolorem & moleſtiam, grief and moleſtation to God 
yet the number. of thoſe other. things which aftorde him ſa- 
usfation and pleaſure, do ſo far exceed and oyerballance them 3, 
that they do much abate the trouble and uneafineſs that is oc- 


— 


1 Ut mjucundum quendam rerum malarum ſenſu, ei tribuere nou titeat. Idem 
Cap. 31.p. 321, 2 Ea que voluntati diving adverſa ſunt, illius beatitudinem 
non evertuns aut Leadunt. Ibid 3 Ut vim ingratarum rerum & moleſtiam quan 
parere poſſunt, ant tollunt, aut mminunt,p. 321. a? | 
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calioned by them : a Bleſſed Apology for the perfettions and haj- 
pyneſs of Allmighty God! 
- And thus much ſhall ſerve to be ſaid upon the firſt head, 
concerning the nature of God confidered abſolutely in hunſelf, 
and his divine attributes ; by which we may lee the differ- 
ence between what the Scriptures ſay, and what the Socintans 
afirme of him: and IT doubt not but the pious Reader, will 
not only be offended, but truck with a Juſt horror and amaze- 
ment, at the boldneſs and impicty of theſe blaſphemers, whoare 
thus injurious to their maker, and think and ſpeak thus dif 
honourably of him. But how little regard, and how mean ſo- 
ever their conceptons be of God, yet they have a good opinzon 
of themſelves ; in that rhey make not only their reaſon to be 
the adequate Judge of his revelations, but eyen their own paſ- 
ſoons Rd weakneſs, the rule by which they meaſure, at leaſt make 
an eſtimate of. his znfmte nature and moſt adorable þerfections 3 
an attempt, beſides the impiety of 1t, more ridiculous, then if 
a man ſhould endeavour to take the dimenſions of the Hea- 
vens with a fingle ſpan, or to fathome the depth and reach the 
bottome: of the Ocean with his little finger. 1 

In the next place we muſt confider God Relatively in the 
great myſtery of the Trimty. And that which the Scriptures 
teach us to believe of this matter, is bricfly ſummed up in 
the firft Article of our Religion eſtabliſhed in this Church 
concerning faith in the Holy Trinity, in theſe words ; Jn the 
untty of the Godhead there be three perſons, of one ſubſtance, Pow- 
er and Eternity, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. Or as it is with 
ſome alteration of words, but to'the ſame purpoſe expreſlcd, 
in the Doxology to be repeated upon Trinity Sunday ; where- 
in we are taught to make this acknowledgement of Allmighty 
God,” That he is one God, one Lord, not one only perſon, but three 
Þer ſons in one. [+ bſtance 5 for that which we believe of the Glory of 
the Father, the ſame we believe of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 


without 'any difference or inequality. A breif but comprehenſroe Epi- TT 


tome, of what is more largely declared and explained, in the 
Creed, which the Socinians and Remonſtrants have 1o great a 
ipight againſt, commonly called the Athanafian Creed, 
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This is the Faith of all the- Reformed Churches, being herein 
© Agrecable to the doctrine held by the Church of /God wn all 
> * Ages, ever fince the firft planting of Chriſtianity in the world ; 
what we and they believe of this matter, being conformable 
to the plain and expreſs declarations of Scripture, and eſpe- 
cially of what Chriſt and his Apoſtles haye delivered to us 
concerning this matter, in the writings of the New Teſtament. 
For this you may conſult the Harmony of ther Confeſſions; borh 
Lutheran and Calviniſt all exactly agreeing in this doctrine, with- 
out any the leaſt difference or variety : where you may like- 
wiſe ſee the conſent of the Catholick Church from the firit 
Ages next to that of the Apoſtles, from whole inſpired writings 
the Fathers received this Doctrine, which by. an uninterrupted 
Tradition, thro all the ſucceſſive Ages of the Church, hath bin 
delivered and brought down to the times we live 1n: In this 
Faith we have all bin baptized, being at our firſt admiſlion in- 
to the Chriſtian Church, ſolemnly conſecrated to the worlhip 
and ſervice of thoſe three ever bleſſed and glorious perſons, 
Father,. Son and Holy Ghoſt Mat. 28. Theſe being the three that 
bear witneſs in Heaven, and theſe three are one, r Fo. 5. 7. 
| For that Text we ſhall not cafily part with, notwithſtand- 
ing the Cavils of the Socinzans, and the over officious endeavors 
of ſome others, whether Papiſts or Proteſtants, who would 
weaken the Authority of that Teftimony, and thereby rob us 
of the adyantage of it. For tho ſome Greek MSS. want 1t, 
yet there are others more approved and of greater antiquity 
mn which .you may meet with it. Beſides 1*. is to be found 
in the writings of the Ancients, Tertull, Cypr. Athanaſfis, and 
Ferome who quote theſe very words: and if you have a 
mind to know more of this matter, without going any fur- 
ther, you may peruſe what Mr. Poole in his Synopfir hath quot- 
cd out of Gerhard, Dr. Hamond and other Writers in vindi- 
cation of this Text. 
From which I think it will appear, that the Authority of this 
place remains clear and in full force, notwithſtanding the at- 
tempts that have bin made to overthrow-it. Tho it we gave 


up this Text, yet we ſhould not the holy Do@trine contein- 
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ed in 1t, which is ſo plainly delivered in other places of Scrip- 
ture, and ſhines there with fo bright a luſtre, that a man had 
need wink hard, who would avoid the conviction ; or elſe muſt 
have ſo great a confidencCin his Eyes, that he may hope in 
time to ſtare the Sun it ſelf out of countenance. 

For as in ſome places of Scripture he will find the unity 
of the Godhead aſſerted ; ſo in others he will find the name, and 
not only ſo, but to avoid any Cavils and exceptions that may 
be made about the ambignous fſignification of that word : he 
will find the ſame dine Attributes, and Operations, on all hands 
acknowledged to belong to God the Father, aſcribed likewiſe 
'to the Son and the Holy Ghoſt; who' yet are allwaies men- 
tioned as diſtin from one another: from whence by an eaſie 
and a neceſſary deduttion, it mult unavoidably follow, that fince 
they are really diſtinguiſbed from aach other, and yet agree in 
the ſame common nature, as the ſame properties and the ſame 
operations, irrefragably eyince ; they muſt be, what we have bin 
taught hitherto to believe and profeſs of them, in the Lan- 
guage of the Church, three Perſons and one God. And as 
we pretend to agree in the fame dodrine with the Ancient 
Church, ſo I think it is highly fitting, and for many juſt rea- 
ſons in a manner neceſſary, to Joy, the ſame words 
which 1t hath: bin delivercd down to us, in oppoſition to any 
new modes of ſpeaking. For the Ancient words by preſcripti- 
| on andlong uſe, haye obtained both a juſt Authority among 
+, Chriſtians, and a ſetled and determimate ſpufication : whereas new 
phraſes may be liable to great exceptions, and introductive at 
long run of new and unwarrantable opinions about thele my= 
teries; beyond the intention of them who firſt made uſe of 
them. 

Now againſt all this the Socmans will tell you, that this 
doQtrine concerning the Trinity 1s ſo tar from being a fun- 
* damental truth, that it is indeed the foundatron of all the errors 
that have crept into the Chriſtian Church ; as being oppoſite 
to the Scriptures, and plainly repugnant to reaſon: 1t 18 a Pg- 
P:ſh doffrine, fo faith Socmmus Lib. quod Regns Polon. XC. CAP. 4. {0 
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exceedingly adyance the Reputation of Popery, by makeing 
it of ſo great and' venerable antiquity, embraced by all ſound 
Chriſtians ever fince the. Apoſtles days. It 1s a Pagamſb op1- 
mon, Ethniciſnum ſapit, fo ſaith Smalcius, Exam, Cent. Err So 
oppoſite to reaſon, that t is a wonder how any man in hus wits 
could ever have thought of it.” So faith Oftored. he* cannot 
imagine, quomodo homint ull: ratione predito im mentem venire poſ- © 
fet. Init. Rel. Chrifttianz Cap..4. that 1s, ſure 1t could never | 
have entred into any mans head, that ever had any brains 
there. Nay it 1s not only a very foolth, but a very dangerous 
error, 'that puts a ſtumbling block, and rub in mens way to 
Heaven. Strange that that doctrine ſhould be thought a hin- 
drance to mens happineſs, the belief of which by all good Chri- 
ſtians hath hitherto bin thought neceſſary to ſalvation : but 
ſo it 1s if you beheve Socmmus, Lib. ſupra cit. eodem cap. 

And indeed it is no wonder it ſhould hinder men from g0- 
ing to Heaven, if it be true that Yolkel. tells us, that this do- 
Etrine of the Trinity is not an Error that is oweing to the 
ienorance and miſtakes of Men, but. to the deluſion of the 
Devil:, That it 18 a blaſphemous Doctrine as another of them 
faith ?, hatched in Hell, and from thence fetched by the Son of 
Perdition, and obtruded upon the Church. And if this be ſo, 1 
I-muſt profeſs my ſelfe to be of the ſame mind with 3 Smal. and 
to hope with him, that this abſurd and moſt falſe doctrine as he 
calls it, will ſhortly be chaſed and hifſed out of the World. 

But farther, particularly concerning Chriſt, they tell us that 
he had no exiſtence before his formation in the wombe of 
the Virgin : and the being which he then had was purely hu- 
mane, and therefore what 1s ſaid of the Divinity of Chriſt 
1s a mere fable *, owing to ſenſeleſs and abſurd interpretati- 
ons of Holy Scripture*, The Account of his Eternal Gene- 
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1 Volkel. de Vera Relig. Lib. 5. Cap. 9g. 2 Sunt blaſphema Dogmata, ex in 
Orco, per fiium perditionis Eceleffis Gentinm, virtute Satang obtry/a Thedd. Schim- 
berg. citat 2 Gerhardo in xeg. Loe. 3.de Trin. 3 Propediew Exſibilabitur iſta 
abſurdiſſima ſimul, &r fal/i//ima de dei efſentia Opinio. Smal. Contra ! ranz. 4 Smal. 
Refur. Smig. Fabula iſta mundo tunc non innotuerat. F Faceſjant he imperite ac 
abſurde interpretationes Socin. in y Cap. 1. Epiſ. Johan, ver. 20. 
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ration, 1s a meere Agmance, falſe, zmpoſſuble, a plain contradii- 
on *; the * contriyance of ſome idle trifling perſons, who had 
* nothing elſe to do but to invent ſuch abſurd and incredible notions. 
Here by the way, 1 muſt defire the Reader to take no- 
tice not only of the impiety, but likewiſe of the unparaleld 
impudence and ſcurrility of theſe blaſphemers, and conſequently 
whether ut be fit to entertain any fayourable opinion, of the 
doctrines of theſe men, and much more to haye thcir Perfons and 
Writings in admiration. | 

2/y, Concerning the Spirit of God; they tell us that he is 
not a Perſon, as the Church of God hath hitherto yainly: 
imagined : but only a quality, an accident; ſometimes taken 
for the /nnate power and vertue reſiding in God, and ſometimes 
for the operations that proceed from that vertue and faculty 3. 
Grellus hath written a particular Treatiſe de Spiritu Sanfto, and 
therein he tells us that the word ſpirit, in its firft and proper 
hgmfication, denotes + that breath which is expired out ofthe 
mouths of Men or other Animals; and from the reſemblance 


_ that is to be found between them, it is transferred to fignt- 


_ fie that divine yertue in God which we call the Holy Ghoft : 
and therefore when Chriſt Fo. 20, 22. breathed on his Diſciples, 
and thereby conferred upon them the Holy Ghoſt; 7 he did 
thereby give them to underſtand, that the holy ſpirit was an 
Emanation from God, not unlike a vapour or breathing, At this. 
rate the. Holy. Ghoſt ſhould it ſeemes be a ſubtile and tenu- 
ious ſubſtance, contrary to what he aſlerts cap. 1. where he 
plainly. tells us that the Spirit of God is not properly @ fub- 
ſtance but a quality, therefore called in the Scripture the power 
of the moſt High, & wvirtus proprie qualitas eſt, p. 466. 

But foraſmuch as many things, by his own acknowledgment, 
are affirmed of, and actions aſcribed to the Holy Ghoſt, which 


————.. 


[ Nugs, fallum, impoſſbile, contraditionem implicat. Smal.Refur. Smigl. ad Nova 
Monſt. Ar. 2» Tdem Refut. Lib. de Incarn. cap. 3. Vaniſſanum Comment uns otioforum 
Hominum. 27 Vid.Smal. Refut. Lib. de Incarn. cap. 27. 90cin. Tract. de Deo, & 
Contra Wier. &+ alib; paſſim. 4 Flatum ex ore Animals expreſſum. Pp: 433- 7 In- 
dicavit Spiritum ' Sandtum ecju/que 4 Deo & Chriſta Emanationem ſeu Emfuonem, 
afflatui ſrue ſpiraculo efſe [emilem, Proleg. de Spiritu dancto Ibid. 
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cannot. well agree to qualities, but muſt ſappoſe the thing to 
which they are aſcribed to be a ſubſtance ; ſuch as are Local 
motion, Bodily ſhape, diviſion and the Iike: to reconcile therefore 
theſe ſeeming differences he is of Opinion, that the Spirit 'of 
God conſider d abſtractedly an it ſelf, 1s a meere quality ; but yet 
this vertue may be impreſſed upon, and conveighed into ſome 
{ubcile and coeleftial matter, & ejus nature valde congrue, which 
is agreeable to its nature, {b:d. As we find the vital energy of 
the Soul communicated firlt to ihe Animal Sperets, and by them 
to all the other parts of the Body : and as we find the influ- 
ences of the Czleſtral Badres, and qualities of Terreſtrial ones, 
Heat, Light: and Odors, conveighed m ſome ſubtile effluyiums, 
from the Bodies in which they are, into the Air, and ſome other 
ſubjects at a great diftance. So faith he, by the Spirit of God 
18 ms meant that * tenuious matter which conteins a di- 
vine quality in it, and by which it is converghed into the 
minds of men: and in this ſenſe he conceives the fpirit of 
God, may be. called a Corporeal ſubſtance, which hath exteniion, 
and 13 capable of diviſion, as other Bodics tho ſpiritual are*. 
And by this notion he thinks he hath found out an eaſy 
way, to ſolve the former difficulties concerning the | Local mo- 
tron: of the Holy Ghoſt, and particularly, his deſcent upon our 
Saviour at the tume of his Baptiſme, and upon the Apoſtles 
in the days of Pentecoſt. Of his being poured out, of his be- 


ing giyen, ſometimes in meaſure, and ſometimes without it : of 


his being divided and diftributed and the like : which tho we 
interpret of the gzfts, he doth of the nature and. eſſence of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which according to this account he gives, of it, 
may like other Steams and. vapors be carry d here and:there, and 
may be divided and diſtributed in greater and leſſer quantitics 
as there 1s occaſion. And thus God took ſome part. of this Ce- 
leſtial matter, which conteined that divine vertue with which 
Moſes was endued, and put it into the 70 Elders Numb. 11. 25. . 


——— 


" i | 
1 Materia ſubtilis, que qualitatem»divinam in ſe babet, oy vam in hominum 
pectora deferri fa/ts. Ibid.p. 467. 2 T/to modo Spiritum Sanur! ſub antiam quandan 
eſſe, eamgne corpoream non eff negandum, Ibid, | 


and 
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' and my _— ſenſe RY 4. double portion of the Spi- 
 - rit of Etzas, that 1s, of that divine /feame and vator whi - 
abled ham to do wonders. _ + je Oo * Wy 

- Now 1t.we ſhall further enquire what that Cceleſtial matter 
is, by whuch this divine quality which he makes to' be the Holy 
Ghoſt, is conveighed and diftributed among men'; he hath not 
determined, but hath left it to the Readers diſcretion to con- 
revert : tho he hath given ſufficient intimation how he would 
nave. hum; govern this. Opinion.. | For in 'the other inſtances 
which he produces, the qua/zty and the effluotums, proceed from 
the ſame jrbect; and he gives-you no/limitation, no caution 
in the leaſt to think otherwiſe in- this caſe: # 1s plain that 
ſome of his friends as he tells: us, were of that Opinion, that 
the Spirit 'of God, was nothing but an Emanation, a tenuous 
fteame flowing from: the very: ſubſtance of 'God, as the breath doth 
out. of our . months and nottrils *: quam ſententtem, ſaith he, im 
medio rehnquimus; he will not give you his Opinion in this caſe, 
it bemng but. fit that in matters of Religion, every 'man ſhould be 
left to his own freedome, and theretore he tairly leaves yon 
to your -own. It 1s plain, it he were not- hun{elf of that Opt- 
nion, yet .he thought there was no harme in it ; otherwiſe he 


would: have given his Reader ſome caution about it, which he 


hathi not inthe: leaſt done, - A. © 

And now. we are come to the Bottome, or if you pleaſe, to 
the very dregs of Socimianiſm, and that which is the true cauſe 
and fourſe of all thoſe extravagant, and indeed Blaſphemous No- 
tions which theſe men have of Allmghry God : who in their moft 
refined and cxalted ſpeculations, cannot raiſe their thoughtsto 
concerye.:any {ubftance above matter. It 1s true, they call God 
a Sprit, but it is as certain that they mean @ ſþrritual Body ; as 
appears by what Crellius tells us when he comes to deſcribe God, 
and to giye the * definition of a Spirit which 18 conteined in that 


CC 


1 Crell. Prolog. de Spiritu Santo; p. 1. Subſtantia ſubrilifioma Halitui Oris Ana- 
doga, & quemadmodym ille ah Ore Emanat, ita Spiritns ifte a Deo. 2 Dens eff Spi- 
Titus Bferius; Spiritun: autem Cum NOMMamus, ſubftantiam intelligimus, ab 0nms 
raffitie, qualem in Corporibus ocutorum arbitrio firbjectts cernmus, alienam. Hoc ſenſu 


Angelos dicimus ſpivitus, & acrem licet ſenſibus qurbuſdam, ut tattui patentem, alia 
corpora huic femilia, Lib. de Deo. & Attrib. Cay. 15. 8 
Linh I deſcription. 
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| cannot. well agree. to qualities, but mult ſappoſe the thing to 
which they are heibed to be a ſubſtance; ſuch as are Local 
motion, Bodily ſhape, druifion and the like: to reconcile therefore 
theſe ſeeming differences he is of Opinion, that the Spirit 'of 
God conſider d abſtractedly an it ſelf, is a meere quality; but yet; 
this vertue may be iumprefied upon, and conveighed into ſome 
{ubcile and coeleſtial matter, & ejus nature valde congrue, which 
| 1s agrecable-to its nature, {b:d. As we find the vital energy of 
the Soul communicated firſt to ihe Animal Sperets, and by them 
to all the other parts of the Body: and as we find the influ- 
ences. of the Celeſtral Badzes, and qualities. of Terreſtrial ones, 
Heat, Light: and Odors, conveighed m ſome ſubtile effluyiums, 
from the Bodies in which they are, into the Air, and ſome other 
I at a great diftance. So faith he, by the Spirit of God 
is ſometimes meant that * tenuious matter. which conteins a di- 
vine quality in it, and by which it is converghed into the 
minds: of men: and in this ſenſe he-concerves- the ſpirit: of 
God, may be. called a Corporeal ſubſtance, which hath extenſion, 
and 13 capable of divifion, as other Bodics tho ſpiritual are*.. _ 
And by this notion he thinks he hath: found: out. an eaſy 
way, to ſolve the former difficulties concerning the Local mo- 
.tzon. of the Holy Ghoſt, and-particularly, his deſcent upon our 
Saviour at the tume of his Baptiſme, and upon_ the Apoltles 
in the days of Pentecoſt. Of his being pouredout,; of his be- 
ing given, ſometimes in meaſure, and ſometimes without it : of 
his being; divided and diftributed and the like : -which-tho we 
interpret of the gzfzs,. he: doth of the - nature and: efſenrevof the 
Holy Ghoſt, which. according to. this account he gives, of -it, 
may like other Steams and. vapors be:carry'd here and:there, and 
may be divided and diſtributed in greater and leſſer. quantitics 
as there is occaſion. And thus God took ſome part. of this Ge- 
leſtial matter, which conteined that divine vertue with which 
Moſes was enducd, and put it into the 70 Elders Numb: 11. 25. . 
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| 1 Materia ſubtilis, que. qualitatem-divinam in ſe 
pedtora deferri faks. Ibid.p. 467. 2 Iſo modo Spirits 
eſſe, eamqne corpoream non eff negandum, Ibid. 
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: and in, the ſame ſenſe Eliſha! had double portion of the Spi- 
| , rit. of Eltas, that 1s, of that divine: feame' and hi 
| abled bam to do wonders. ./ os TRY! gore ten _ br + 
þ Now if we ſhall further enquire what'that Coeleſtial matter a 
* | by whuch this divine quality which he makes to' be the Holy F- 


| Ghoſt, is conveighed and diſtributed among men'; he hath not $81 
determined, but hath left it to the Readers diſcretion'to con- $1390; 
woe : tho he hath given ſufficient intimation how he would TM0 
ye. hum:govern his: Opinion.. For in \the other: inſtances BE 


which he-produces, the qua/zty'and the Ruan proceed from 
the ſame ; and he .gives-you no-limitation, "no caution 

inthe leaſt to think otherwiſe in-' this caſ@: it is plain that 
fome of his friends as he tells: us, were of that Opinion, that 
the Spirit 'of: God, 'was nothing but ' an Emanation, a tenuous 
fteame flowing! from the 'very\ ſubſtance: of God, as the breath doth 
out./of our .months and nottrils *: guam- ſententiam, ſaith he, in 
medio relmnquimes; he will not give yon his: Opinzon in this caſe, & 

' 4tbemgbytfic that in 'matters of Religion, every man ſhould be , 
left to his own freedome, and theretore he'tairly leaves you 
8 to-yourown. "It 4s plam, if the were not- himſelf of that Op 21 
nion, yet .he thought there was'no harme in- itz otherwiſe he | 
would: have. given his Reader-ſome caution about it, which he | 
hath not- inthe: lealt done,” 1 cifl 0. 

. And/[now; we are come to the Bottome, or if you pleaſe, to 
the very dregs of Socinianifm, and that which is the true cauſe Apt 
and/ fourſe. of all thoſe extravagant; and indeed Blaſphemous No- ( 
tions-which theſe men have of Allmghry God: who in their moſt | 
refined-and exalted ſpeculations, cannot raiſe their thoughts to 
conceive\any ſirbftance aboye matter.” Tt is true, they call God | , 
a Spr:t, but it is as certam that they mean 4 ſprritual Body ; 2s - [| 
appears by what Crellius tells us when he comes to deſcribe God, 
and to giye the * definition of a Spirit which 15 conteined in that | 

x 'irity SanRo, Þ.'T. Sub/fantia ſubrilifima Halitui Oris Ana- 
eter dot © bay ag greys nb bs od ifte poder 2 Deus eff Spt- 
mit us Bfertu 5; Spiritun: autem Cum  OMInamus, ſubftantiam int ell;gimus » 4D 0788 
rraffitie, qualem in Corporibus ocutorum arbitrio frbjectts cernmus, altienam. Hoc ſenſu 
 Angelss dicimus ſpivitus, os avvent lickt fenfibus quibuſdam, ut tattui patentem, & alta 


0 corpora huic femilia; Lib. de Deo. & Artnb. Cap: 15. 27 I TH 
" Yew I deſcription. | tl 
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deſcription, - When we call Goda Spurit, ſaith he, we mean 
a ſubſtance free from all. that thick groſs matter which is the 
objet of our ſenſes {hall I fay, no thats too much, but | which 
can terminate our . (yht ; for a'Spirit tho it be.znvi/ble, you muſt 
know it may be-pahbable ;\andinch 1s the aer {aith he, to which 
the word Spirit 1s a genus) common' to 1t, to God and Angels: : 
each of which are- ſpirits, but - that + which 1s moſt {ubtile is 

| likewiſe moſt ſpirituous, | : 

And. by this explication! of.;the; ,nature:,of a; ſpirit, Cellius 
who calls Goda-ſpirit, and Sogznus whoplainly thought he was 
none, (as: appears" by.; his? foxecd. and perverle Interpretation of | 
thoſe words of: Chriſt -Fo.- 4. 24:7which -contem as plain. and 
clear a declaration of this;-great-'truth, as could be expreſſed 
in words,) may .;very ::cably] be reconciled. For whereas the 
Maſter denies;/God to.'be.a--{pitit;; he "42A Wa i mean an. 
incorporeal, immaterial;beang,;, and: the Scalar by acknowledging 

| him to; be-;jon&grdid not antend; to exclude (matter \from: his: :con- 
ftitution ; but-:that he was not compoled of fuch thick, groſs parts 
of, matter 'as our Bodies are, which can terminate: the - fight; but 
of' matter of a janore. tenueus and (refined Contexture, more: ſubtile 
perhaps,, but of the ſame nature with Acr /or Ether. 1! 

' And-#rom» henge-xeſult all their! Inpzous Optmions-about God, 
in oppoſition to his Immenſity, ſimplicity Omnipreſence:: Judg- 
ing | of their Maker by. themſelyes; of his: thoughts by: their 
thoughts, of his waies, by their, waies, of his deahngs with men 
by/therr own fooliſh, paſſions: and in ſhort, meaſuring all his 
Glorious 'and Incomprehenſible perfeftions, by their own :tharrow and 
ihallow conceptzons..of ſenſible; objects. Hence it 1s thati'we 
haye/ thoſe bold. aſſertions of Horſtius;+: Deus. non þ gig ek 
nec mm efſends nec operands. Infinita virtus non eſt in deo, Immen- 
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I Quorum agen Br eeney Conta marys fartitur "bios eſt ſubtilius 1bid 
2. Vid. Vorit. Not, ad 'Difp. 3.-de Natura Dei P. 200, ; 3 Non efft fortaſſe eorum 
verborum ſententia, quaia . plerique on;nes arbtrantur. Deum fed. effe ſpiritum : ne- 
que exm ſubauaiendum eſſe dicat aliquis verbum ii, quaſi vox ming Redo caſu ac- 
c iprends fit fed dan = verbum Emre, quod paulo. ante preceſſit ; & 
aus, quarto cafth accipiendum, na ut ſententia - Deum quarere Q- poſtulare Spiri- 
'wn, Frag Diſp.de Ador.Chriſti cum Chrittiano rankep.p.778 4 1h1id. p. 234, 235- 
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fors-lo far from denoting a perfeCtion, that it implics a plain con- 
tradiction. And among other Arguments which he makes uſe of 
to/prove God: not- to'belifinite, this is retmarkeble 7bi4. P.'237. 
Becauſe) Gad at preſent faith he, is ſeen by the Anvels, and ſhall 
be 1o hereafter by us, with our Bodily Eies ; and therefore not 
Infinite. For what 1s ſo cannot be comprehended by any ſenſe, 
as he rightly upon! this ſuppoſition argues: Qura debet' efſe pro- 
portro inter - obpettumy' pererprendum, & perjonam perciprenten © and 
whereas 1t may be objected that the Beatifick: viſion reſpeRts the 
envard ſpeculation of the mind; and not the "external perception 
of the Fes ; ſome indeed lo interpret it faith he, Sed neſero an 
facras literts conjentaneum fit ;-certe magnam future noſtre felicitatis 
artem hat. explicatione tollere wadentur. 
.'Now'1t God be finite, it muſt further follow, and ts plainly 
acknowledged. by theſe men, that magnitude and extenſion, and a 


true local preſence may 'and muſt be aſcribed to) God: and this 


1s ſo far from being by them looked uþon to be derogatory to 
the: nature and perte&tion of God ; that the-contrary' notion 18 
{couted'/by: them, mot only as falſe, byt as ablard and - ridicu- 
lous, which afferts' ſuch a preſence of God, as obliges'us to be- 
lieve him not be confined to- any certain place; neither to have 
any parts commenſurate to the parts of that place in winch he 18. 
For this if any thing muſt be the meaning of * Eprſcoprus his 
Atomica &© Atopica efſentie awine prefentia; which he rails and 
exclaims againſt, and can {carce think of without horror and A- 
ftoniſhment.. + , IO) | 
But further, if Local preſence be- aſcribed to God, T- think 
Local:motion may with good reaſon be fo likewile ; foraſmuch 
as it may be more honourable to God to Imagine that he may 


*; 


ſometimcs change, then that he ſhould allwaies be Immoveably 


fxed and confin-d to one certain place. Laſtly if extenſion may be 
attributed of God, and ſuch an extenſion as was ſaid before, 
which bath its certain hounds and lmits, by an unavoidable 
conſequence, Figure mutt be aſcribed to him alſo: foraſmuch 
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1 Exam. Cenfurz in Conf. Rem. Cap. 2. p. 43. 
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as figure doth naturally and neceffarily reſult from the #erm:- 
gation of extenſion: this being the'definition of a figure, que ſub 
aliquo vel aliquibus termmis comprebenattur. | : 

And now -at length we ſee what a bleſſed notion. of All. 
mighty God the Socimians have furniſhed us_ with ; how ſcax- 
dalous and 4:ſhonourable to' God, how repugnant to prety, how 
oppoſite to riht reaſon, and to thoſe ſober and juſt apprehen- 
fions which zhat hath furniſhed many wiſe heathens with, who 
I am afraid may one day riſe up-1n Judgement againſt theſe 
men and condemn them. | | | 

It may be now time to draw towards a concluſion of this 
Diſcourſe, therefore I ſhall briefly ſumme up what hath been 
ſaid upon this ſubjeR : that the Readers memory may be retre{ſhed 
with the account which hath bin given him, both of - what 
the Scripture affirme of God, and what the Socenzans fay of him. 

The Scriptures have informed us that our God 1s Jnfne, 
they ſay he 1s Finite, ours 1s Omnpreſent, theirs Limeted and con- 
fined to a 'certain place: ours /mmutable, thews Liable to 
change ; ours is naturaly juſt, theirs contrmgently 10: ours neceſ- 
farily concerned in the government , of the World, and. taking 
care of humane affairs ; theirs might, like Zpicurus his Deity, 
fit at eaſe in the enjoyment of his own happynels, leaving the 
world to the condutt of chance ; and men to the guraance Sas 
which 1s equally uncertatn, their own giddy and unſtable paſli- 
_ ons; neither giving them Laws for the regulating of their 
actions, nor aſligning any puni/bments to the violation of them. 
Our God is Ommſctent, theirs ignorant of future and; contingent 
events: ours without parts or paſſions, theirs compounded of one, 
and {yable to the other; even to thoſe which argue the great- 
elt weakneſs and infirmity, and which ſome of the Philoſo- 
phers thought incgnſiſtent, with the bravery and reſolution, of 
a wile and virtuous man. In ſhort, our God conſiſts of three 
bleſſed and glorious perſons, ſubſifting in the ſame undivided 
ellence: They deny the divine nature of: the Son, and yet by 
an unpardonable contradiction, fay that he is a true God ; and 
diſown the perſonality of the. Holy Ghoſt... p 
From all which 1 think it will appear very eyident, what 

| we 


* we andertook to make out at the beginning of this diſcourſes 
: that the. 0bjef? of their Religion and ours is different; and 
that will go a great way to prove that the Religions themſelves 
are ſo too. In ſhort, the difference between us 18 not ſo ſinall 
as ſome 7gnorant people may imagrne, and ſome crafty and de- 
ſonme perſons may pretend ; among whom I cannot but reckon 
Curcellaus, who moſt falſely and impudently againſt common 
ſenſe and reafon, and therefore one might be tempted to ima- 
gine, ; ng hts Conſcrence ; would perſwade the world to believe, 
that the difference between us and the Socemans, in the point 
of the Divinity of the ſon of God, was a Ayeua.yia, a con- 
tention abont words rather then 'any reall drfference, in a matter 
of faith : which 1s quite contrary to the notion that either the 
Orthodox or the Socmzans have of this matter: who lay a great- 
er and truer ſtreſs upon their Opinions, then this man doth, 
who pretends to bleſs the world with a diſcovery of what 
no body ever knew before. 

But I believe the Reader who hath pernſed the foregoing dif- 
courſe, will be induced to believe that either the Socrmans or we 
are in a yery great miſtake, the diſtance between us being wider 
then that between Heaven and Earth: and indeed no leſs then 
between Finite and Infinite. So that upon a true ſtate of things, 
I believe it will befound that our Opinions are not only ſeem- 
ingly inconſſtent, but abſolutely zrreconcileable ; foraſmuch as m or- 
der to reconcile them, we muſt part with the 1nfimte nature of God 
the Father, and the Divinity of the Son, andof the Holy Gholt. 
And ſurely that man muſt be yery fond, nay he muſt be mad for 
peace, that can be content, to ſacrifice both Truth and the Dwne 
Author of it, in order to purchaſe it. Once indeed our Blefſed Sa- 
viour came down among men, and offered up mfelf upon the Crots 
in order to reconcile the two greateſt Enemies, God and Man : but it 15 


too much in all Conſcience which s expected of us, that we 


ſhould make a new 0b/ation of our Saviour: and not only as the Jews 
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1 Curcell, Rel. Chriftianz Inſt. Lib. 2. Cap.'21.P. 78. Quez Comfeſſio, ft rem ipſam 
P0tins quam wyerba aut phraſes ſpeites, parum ab Orthodoxorim ſentewtia differye 
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- ca; 5a A Preſervative.”. —_ 
' did, nail his: Body, tothe; Croſs, but ſaorifive even bis Divimity, to 


compaſe the' differences. an Religion. +, obo Fo wee 
.x; Bat. perhaps»fome may: ſay. the Svernigns aremen of marerea- 
ior and moderation; then'to defireus preſently to part with all our 
Religion 'to gratific | them :\ They only plead: for :,tzberty, and in 
order to their joyning with.us, that we-would remoye thoſe 
obſtacles, of -communion;; viz, Articles, Creedsg Aonfeſſions of Faith, 
ſome. »/#eſs expreſſzons wr. our. Common Prayer, which. contein 
too , plain' and. wicharztable acknowledgments of 'the,; Trinity; 
which hinder many pious, | uſeful and , excellent. perſons; from 
coming to our Churches. Why. ſhould we not (trip our Faith 
of all thoſe larger and unwarrantable explications which Coun- 
cis and Fathers have made of 4t ; and reduce 'all' to the naked 
expreſſions. of. Scripture : that 1s, content our 1elves, with a few 
Ambiguous words, (which-the perverſe and ſubtile Interpretati- 
ons .of Hereticks have'made ſo) and let eyery man abound in 
his own ſenſc. | 

They belicve Chriſt to be the Son of God, ſo as to be true 
God.likewile : what need we trouble our ſelves or them with 
the .word Conſubſtantal ; , pity it 18, that a; word, nay, a Letter 
ſhould diyade men 1n.;thew- Opinions and AtteCtions.. 'To all 
which, tho I haye apreat deal that I could anſwer, yet at pre- 
ſent all that I ſhall ſay ſhall be this: That the Socmnrans.,are wife 
incn, perſons ot a deep reach; but they muſt not think thataall the 
reſt of the World are foeles. It were too much 1a all Conſcience 
to, dehire us to part with all at firſt : but they know what advan- 
tage to make. of bur Conceihong : it they can per{wade us with 
that toolth woman Prov. 14. 1. to pull down our houſe with 
our own hands, it will fave them, the toyl and drudgery of 
{o doing : at leatl if they can prevail with aw to demoliſh our 
Outreorks, then they, will be able as with greater calc, {0 likewiſe 
with greater:hopes of ſuccels, to Attack, the mein Fort. In ſhort, 
the Anczent Creeds. and Confeſſions, 'and thoſe. Ancient words in 
which the Doctrine of Faith hath bin conveyed down to us ; 
are only * a Hedge of Thornes, as they have bin truely and per- 
tinently ftyled, with which the Chriſtian Faith hath bin guarded 


, .. 1 Dr: Sherlocks Apvl. 
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attempt the at os them, 


muſt be referred till a time of further and better leafure : But 
by this Taſte which I haye giyen the Reader of Socinaniſme, 
I may- haye reaſon to hope that he will be of the Opinion, 
that Religion is like Wine, the older, the more excellent and 
defireable. And therefore that no man of w:/dome, or indeed of 
common ſenſe, who hath not /oft all Reliſh of drvine things, when 
he hath taſted of the old Religion, will ſtraightly defire the 
New, becauſe he will find that the. Old 1s much better. 


Now to the Holy, Bleſſed and undiwoided Trimty, three Perſons and 


one God, be all Honour, Glory, and Praiſe both now and for 


evermore, Amen. 
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and I- hope thay will 


between what the Scriptures affirme, E: 


